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U PREFACE

The State Archives Department has pleasure in releasing this small
booklet as a first step- towards its phased programme [or bringing out ‘Guides
to the Records’” in the future. The main object in bringing out this booklet
is to give a general idea as to the nature and extent of the record holdings in
the possession of the department.  As these holdings are now preserved in the
three Regional Offices at Trivandrum, Lrnakulam and Kozhikode, details in
respect of the holdings in each office are given separately. A brief account
of the early administrative auL-u;:; in the erstwhile States of Travancore and
Clochin together with a short note on the archival organisation in these regions
has also been given. Since most of our ancient records are dated in Malayalam
or Kollam era and in certain cases Puthuvaippu era, a note on the origin of
these eras has also been added. A glossary of defunct terms, the Rules regulat-
ing access of rescarch scholars to the repositories, and the rules regarding grant
of attested copies of records appended may also prove useful to all con-
cerned.

It is hoped that this booklet will serve as a preliminary guide to our
holdings and to a certain extent cater to the needs of the research scholars
and the public.

Director of Archives:
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v y"k A NOTE ON

KERALA STATE
ARCHIVES

The State Archives Department in Kerala is only of recent origin. Tt
has just completed a decade of existence.  The department which has its
Directorate at Trivandrum and three Regional Offices one cach at Triv-
andrum, Ernakulam and Kozhikode with a total stafl strength of 68 members,
had a very small beginning. It started functioning as a separate section attach.
ed to the Education Department in the Secretariat in the year 1962, with the
Education Secretary as its Ex-officio Dircctor. It was only in the year
1964 that the State Archives emerged as a separate department, independent
of the Secretariat. This does not however mean that there were no organised
archival repositories in the State prir.'u' to this period. 1Tn fact, there were two
well-organised repositories one at Tl'l\f’éll}fh‘um and the other at Ernakulam
popularly known as the “Central Records” of the native States of Travancore
and Cochin respectively. These institutions were directly administered by
the State Government in the Public Department. The question of centrali-
sation of the archival records of the State that were preserved in two different
places and placing them under the administrative control of a separate
department for their proper maintenance and preservation did not engage the
attention of the Government even alter the formation of the State of Kerala

in 1956.

It was at this juncture that the 34th Session of (J;e Indian Historical Records
Commission was held in Trivandrum in 1958, The consensus of opinion
among the scholars and historians from all oyer India, including Dr. K.L.
Sreemali, the then Union Minister for Education who participated in the
Session, was that all the States should take immediate steps to establish a
State Archives on modern lines for. the proper administration collection
and preservation of records of enduring value to the State and the Nation at
large. Naturally this influenced the State Government (o take a decision on
the question of organising the State Archives.

A Special Officer was accordingly appointed
ininaries for the establishment of a State Archives.
with the Chief Minister as its Chairman was a]so
to advise the Government as to how best the prelj
with it could be taken up and given a definite shape. At the first meeting
of the Committee held on 13th April 1969 it was resolved that “A Shr
Archives should be established on the pattern of the National Archives “of
India.” The Government accepted the rccommend;{ﬁon of';herC'ommiﬂce
as per their Notification dated 23-8-1962 which ultim I.'cll S
the formation of the State Archives in Kerala, atety

: It was also ordered that
the Statc Archives should he attached to the Education Department and

i 1960 to work out preli-
A high level Committee
constituted the next year

Minary works connected
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that the Education Secretary should be its Ex-officio Director. Lhe post
of a full-time Assistant Director was created to assis:’t the Dircctor. The A].Chli
ves Advisory Committee at its subsequent meetings had‘ stm;]gly strcssa;r'
the necessity for the construction of a modern building in Trwzmdrum_im
the State Archives for the centralisation and better preservation 0!" tl_u: ancient
record wealth of the State. The estimate and plan : of the building have
been finalised and it is hoped that it would be possible to start the con-
struction work soon.

In the year 1964, the 17th meeting of the National Committee of : :\t‘ch_l‘
vists was held in Trivandrum under the auspices of the State Archives in
which the Directors of Archives from different States participated. It was
in this year that the Central Records at Trivandrum and Erne}kulam wuvh‘
their staff were formally merged with the State Archives. T‘hcr"--
offices were subsequently renamed as Archives, Trivandrum and ;'\rcluvcrsf
Ernakulam respectively. A new Regional office at Kozhikode termed as
‘Archives, Kozhikode® was also formed in 1966. This was consequent o1
the transfer of the non-current records pertaining to thc. Malabar area,
preserved in the Collectorate to the control of the State Archives Dcpartmc'uli,
Thus, three Regional Offices came into existence.  An Officer of the rank 0
Assistant Supel'intcndcnt 1S now in chg_rg[‘. of these offices.

Besides the primary functions connected with the administration urILCi
scientific preservation of the record holdings already under its control, the
activities of the State Archiyes largely extend to the following ficlds also:

(1) Scrutiny  of records that are mature for destruction ln_ptllb':.:
offices as a precaution against the risk of records of archiva
historical Importance being lost.

(2) Issue of attested copies of public records to the applicants at
prescribed rates (rules appended).

(3) NIEI.kir.lg available to research scholars lll'c 1-cqui1-ed a;—chn‘:;}l
materials connected with the subject of their research (Rescarc
Rules appended).

. . . 1
(4) Furnishing  the required information to Government offices or
various matters,

. . : : . : ‘tments  in

() Rendering technical advice to various State dep?lt'mcrccm'd
matters of proper maintenance and up-keep of ther
holdings.

3 0 . = ualc

[6) Survey and scrutiny of records of historical importance 1n P“V“-Il{

5 i : il herever possible for the sake
possession and their acquisition wherever poss, S tnLal
of scholars-a project in collaboration with the Central Sche
Compilation of National Register of Records.
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(7) Participation in cultural exhibitions with a view to making the
public more and more archives-conscious.

(8) Publication of a quarterly journal entitled ‘Kerala Archives News-
letter’ ma'nly intended to high light worthy unpublished materi-
als of historical interest.

(9) Compilation of an Archives Manual.

(10) Bringing out a series of Publications entitled ‘Selections from
Records in the Kerala State Archives and also publication of
monographs on various important events in the history of Kerala,

The department has made much headway in all its varied activities
in the past.

There is a State level Archives Advisory Committee to advise and guide the
activities of the department. It is headed by the Minister-in-Charge of Archi.
ves, \ s —

As per G.O. (Ms) 190/73/Edn, dated 29.12-1973,

A the Regional Oflices
under this Department have been redesignated

as [ollows.

(1)  Archives, Trivandrum as Central Archives, Trivandrum.
E :

(2)  Archives, Ernakulam as Regional Archives, Ernakulam

(3) Archives, Kozhikode as Regional Archives, Kozhikade.
5 :

The following Officers guided the destinies of

) ! ] 1 the department since jg
inception and rendered veomen service for itg pror

notion,

A\

Ex-Officio Directors

Shri P. K. Abdulla, Education Secretary (1962—67)
Shri K. P. Achuthan Nair, do. (1967—68)
Shri K. C. Sankara Narayanan,  do, (1968-—70)

Smf, Padma Ramachandran, Secretary,

Clollegiate Education (1970—72)

Assistant Directoy

Shri S. Krishna Pillai (1962—69)

Superintendeny

Shri N. Ramakrishna Pillai -
1965—70
21/1870/L. ( >
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Present Ex-Officio Directo

Shri P. K. Umashanker, Spl. Secretary,
Higher Education

Assistant Director
Shri M. Abdul Majeed

Superintendent
Shri C. V. Joseph

CENTRAL ARCHIVES
TRIVANDRUM
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A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE ADMII;QISTRATIVE AND
ARCHIVAL SET-UP IN TRAVANCORE

Very meagre information exists on the old systems of civil Government in
Travancore or the administration ol its laws and usages in carly days. From
the early records we learn that the State Establishment in the latter half of the
17th century consisted of one Valiya Sarvadhikiryakkar (Prime Minister) one
Méeleluttu Pillai (Head Accountant) one Rayasam Pillai (Head Clerk) and
several Rayasams and Kanakku Pillais  (Clerks and Accountants). The
Minister and his establishment held office in the Palace and the Raja presided
over them. Every question whether petty or important was submitted to the
Raja’s decision without whose order nothing was to be executed. Later on.
the whole Kingdom was made into three divisions each under a Valiya
Sarvadhikaryakkar. These again were sub-divided and placed under Sarvi-
dhikiryakkars. Bach of these was again sub.divided into districts and a
Karyakkar was appointed over cach.  The districts were sub-divided into
I\‘Iar_ﬁyamii, I(é!\'is, Adhikarams and ];)1‘3Val’LiCS and placed under Charge of
Maniyakarans, Adhikaris and Pravirtakars respectively. This system  of
Government continued more or less till the middle of the 19th century.
It was in the year 1773, that the Prime Minister was oranted the title of
Diwan instead of Dalava. ¥

In 1811 Gol. Munro, the British Resident assumed charge as Diwan.
During this period cvery department in the State including Huzur Kacceri
(Sccretariat) was reorganised. The dcsxgnz}uon of the Karyakkar, Tirumukham
Pidicca Pillai etc. were changed into Tabsildar, Samprati etc. ’

The establishment of the Judicial Courts for the first time: the establish-
ment of Chowkeys for the Collection of customs duties: the issue of
Pattayams containing the extent, tenure etc., of each ryot’s holding; the
compilation of a land register called “Patiayapper’: the ‘abolition of many
vexatious taxes; the censusing of the population of the State: the reorganisa-
tion of Police, Forest and Commercial departments; the prohibition of the
purchase and sale of slaves;  the arrangeinents made or the construction of
bridges and jungars for thm‘_lgh communication are other reforms with which
Col. Munro’s name is associated.

As the Chief Executive Officer who conducted the administration of the
Stale, the Diwan was the sole channel of official communication with all Heads
of Departments connected with the State and with the Bilol Rl ks
the Fluzur Kaccéri which was the Diwan’s office, he was assisted b. =y
officers including a Chief Secretary, Education Secretary Under-gécretaries
Sheristadars, Superintendents, etc., besides a Law Officer to Government.
who was known as the Head Sirkar Vakil. ' ;
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. . Later on for purpose of revenuec administration, the country was
divided into four Divisions. Each Division under an officer called a Diwan
Peishkar who combined in himsell the duties of a District Collector and
Magistrate in British India. Each Division was sub-divided into a number
of Taluks presided over by Tahsildars. They also exercised revenue and
magisterial functions. The Village Officers subordinate to the Tahsildar were
knc}\-\.rn' as Pravartikar or Adhikari. The Village was the smallest unit of the
adm}n}stration in the country. The above is a short sketch of the system of
administration that existed in Travancore during the earlier period.

(Adapted from the Travancore State Manual, Volume 111
(Nagam Aiya).

ARCHIVAL SET-UP IN TRAVANCORE

_ Belore the formation of modern Travancore by the Maharaja Martanda
Varma, the administration of the State was greatly inter-related with that
of Sri Padmanabha Syami Temple which had a distinct system of maintain-
ing 1ts own records. It was only with the emergence of the State on the decline
of the barons that the system of preserving the records of Government obtained

a new turll and a new shape, Records relating to important political cvents
like the waging of war,

tactics, and the like began 1o be preserved in the palace itself. Thus camc

into existence what is now known as “Cellam Vaka Records”. The Cellam
Vaka or 1:;.31“"“"'3_360013518 continued (o serve as State Archives till some time
after the lormation of the Hyzur Kacceri and the emergence of the Huzur

Records.The Huzur Kacceri was first organised during  the period of
Dharma Raja under the aphe Diwanship of Raja Késava Das. That the

Huzur Kaccérl-was equipped with g repository of old administrative records
is indicated by scveral facts traceable in the records of later years. It was in
1040 M. E. (1865 AD.) that the design for the present Huzur Office building was
prepared by Barton, the then Chief Engincer and in accordance with his
pmposal, the upper storey was et apart for the rccords.  This magnificient
building.  (presently the majy (entral Block of the Kerala Government
Secretariat) Was Inaugurated in 1869 hy Maharaja Sri. Ayilyam Tirunal. /

Lt was in theyear 1887 A ). that the Huzur Gentral Vernacular Rc_cordst—
the Central repository of the erstwhile Travancore State—was established in
the quadrangular two-storeyed building inside the north western corner of _thc
Fort and the present Central Archives is the successor of this old institution,
1t may be scen that the majority of the records preserved here is in cadjan

alm leaves) and reclates to the period upto the year 1900 A. D.Rgcords
ertaining Lo the subsequent years are in paper and are now kept m the
Gecretariat(Gellar).

conclusion. of treatiecs, cmployment of diplomatic |

T T S

. "\féyk Oluku (1012—1014 M. E.)

| 1&150.

|
I
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CADJAN RECORDS
(1742—1873 A.D.)

3 i 23
The collection of cadjan (Palm-leafl) manuscripts in the form of © Gu‘l}ll.lﬁs
which run to 13,000 in number forms the bulk of the record huldmg.ﬁll‘ll li
lentral Archives, Trivandrum. Mostly they consist ol pre-sett un.cnt'
land revenue records and are written in Tamil and Malayalam, the scripts
popular in earlier days. These records belong to different categories, a
brief description of which is given below. .

Olukus (1802—1837 A.D.)
/s

4 They contain detailed information in respect of landed-properties. 'ZE;hc
carliest records of this class belong to the time of Velu Tampi Dalava, but
the majority belongs to the period of Maharaja Swathi Tirunal.

(i) ‘Lakkam, No. (i. e. the Sl. No. allotted to each property in lieu of
the preseni-day Survey No.)

(if) Nameand extent of the property indicating details of the boundaries

(iti) No. of yiclding trees in the property and the amount of tax assessed.

(iv) Name and address of the assignee, etc.

(It may be remembered here that tax on properties during pre-settlement
was assessed on the basis of ““Inam” (Mo =class) and ‘“Taram” (®®=type)
of the trees situated in each property).

OJuku records are classified as follows:

(a) Huzir Olukus for dry lands*

(b) Taluk Olukus for dry lands.

(¢) Taluk Olukus for wet lands.

(d) Putuval Olukus for dry lands.

Fluzir OJukus (1012—1014 M.E)Y

Olukus-which were originally preserved in the “Fuzur Kacceri » are
termed as “Huzar Olukus”. This collection consists of 478 curunas.

r

A copy each of the Olukus used to be kept in the concerned Taluk Office

These records were subsequently transferred to the Central Repository.
' '-}['!1'3? are known as “Taluk Olukus”. There are 819 curunas (bundlcls] un;gr
this group. :
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\/N_ilg.m Olukus (977 -989 M. E.)

A collection of 302 curunpas relating to wet-lands (Paddy fields) indicating
the extent, boundaries and other allied information in respect of each property.

v Putuval Olukus (1019—1048 M. E.)
It was custonrary in ecarlier days to assign waste lands to the necedy o1

request. There is a collection of 253 curunas relating to assignment of wast&
lands pertaining to the period from 1019—1048 M. E.

ilannippér Records (‘lfthc time of Si Svathi _T_i]*_gn_;'t_l_)___(_10_13—:-_1_01«1_-)

These records resemble “OJuku’ in every respect except for the prominence
given to the name of the person to whom the properiy stands assigned. In
rare cases it also indicates the source through which the property has beernt
inherited by the assignee.

Vilannippér records are divided into two, viz,
(il Puwrayidam Vilakkam and
0 Nilam ViJakkam.

{

) While “{Nilam Vilakkams” were compiled during (the period of Vélu
.‘ Tampi) 977-989 M. E. and consist of 230 curunas, Purayidam Vilakkams were
| prepared during (the period Svathi Tirunal), 1012—1014 M.E. and consist of
{ 652 curunas.

records are very often received from the public.

' \/Huzﬁr Khajana Bradavuy (993—1048 M. E.)
i " A collection of 445 curunas relating to treasury accounts

i / Pativinpadi Anu (9931014 M. E.)
" Fativinpadi Anu (9931014 M. E..)

A collection of 151 curunas dealing with the assctsment of tax on lands
on the basis of the nature of assicnment.

/Aya.ke;;u (9771014 M. E.)

A collection consisting of 271 curunas.
of the land in the possession of cach assignee indicating the total amount ol
tax leviable therefor.
'i
|

Tandappéru (1014 M. E.)

o

983 curunas dealing with the details of tax assessed against each assigner
4

This collection is cansidered to be the most important iten
among the land records. Applications for the issue of attested copics of these

They deal with the total c:{lr"n!.iadoptions to the Royal Family.

U |.

. A

i

| 11
P

Huzir Tiragtu (973—1048 M. E.)

A collection of 529 curunas relating to the revenue income and expenditure
‘of the State for the years from 973 —1048 M. E.)

Talik Tirattus (994—1045 M. E.)

! 164 curunas dealing with the incomeand expenditure pertaining to the
| various Tiliiks. These records give a picture of the financial position of the
. State during the period.

' Jamabandi Rayasam (1019—1057 M. E.)

A collection of 1634 curupas dealing with the revenue income and ex-
- penditure in respect of each Talak. Some of these records deal with pension
| cases also.

Huzar Rayasam (1019--1051 M. E.)
! 34 curunas containing orders issued from the office of the Diwan from
| time to time on various administrative matters mostly to the Heads of

' Departments. \/

A collection of 104 curupas relating to the boundary dispites that

existed between Cochin and other neighbouring States. They contain

| mostly correspondence that passed between the Diwans of Travancore and

Cochin on the issue. There are also a few communications from the Dijwan

to the British Resident on the subject. Curuna No. 34 in this collection

Is conspicuous in itsell as it contains orders regarding the search for Vely
| Tampi Dalava, the famous Freedom Fighter.

:'%;“da{}’ _Disputes, (9681046 M. E.)

]

JUDICIAL RECORDS

620 curunas containing judgments, decrees, decisions, etc., of the High
Court,of the erstwhile State of Travancore, of the vears 991-1048 M., E.

'R cords of the Office of the Head Sarkar Vakil (989—1052 M.E.) '/
f 63 curunas mostly dealing with Adalam decisions (judgments in cases)

| and also matters relating to Aduttiin (family pension)to the Rajas mncluding

ad (The Rajas were heing paid Aduttun in
\earlier days as compensation for the lands taken over from them by the
Government.) The following items also form additions to the collections
junder “Judicial Records”.

. (1) A collection of 51 cu-runas of the Nagercoil District Court
thining to the year prior to 1020 M.E. ourt per-

, 21/1870/L.

{
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pertaining to the years 997-1094 M.E.
" v13) A collection of 76 curupas of the Trivandrum District Court per-
taining to the years 991-1084 M.E.

v/ (4) A collection of 68 curunas of the Quilon Zilla Court pertaining (o |
the years 940 - 1072 M.E. This collection also consists of certain records

dcaliy with Puliyiir Dévaswom Affairs.
~(

5) A collection of 146 curunas of the Alleppey District Court Per=:

taining to 976 - 1087 M.E.

Alleppey Port (987—1048 ML.E.)

PORT RECORDS

A collection of 154 curunas mostly dealing with accounts relating to}

purchase and disposal of articles including food materials.
Details of certain select items are given below.
(a) Supply of the required articles for the display

(b) Amount due from Talakulam Vélu Tampi (Dajava) toward
cost of articles supplied to him in 984 M.E.
. (c) Payment of salary to European Officers employed in the
(992 M.E.) :

- (d)- Expenditure of 8659 panams incurred for the purchase and u-ans-‘

pﬁﬁation of two Giraffes (1026 M.E.)

(¢) Cost of materials imported from England for the construction 9f

the Observatory in Trivandrum (1026 M.E.)

(f) Details regarding coins that were in force in earlier days and thei

corresponding value in papams (986-987 M.E.)
Nittus (Royal Commands) (931—1048 M.E.)

A collection of 77 curupas containing proclamations and orders 1$59¢g .:S 1
S, Parameswara Aiyar (some-time

mostly to the Heads of Departments from time to time on administrativé 21 I
('.\\-.

other matters of importance. Index of these records are available,
important items are given below: /
(1) Construction of an Observatory in 1032 M.E. 3
(2) Purchase of a Press from Caleutta for ‘Stationery and P'r
Department’ in the State. : NE
(3) Opening of a Workshop in aid of poor women.
(4) Construction of bridges, dams, etc.

(5) Appointment of a Christian Judge for hearing the cases of Chriy

N

tians (994 M.E.)

"'/(9) A collection of 51 curunas of the Neyyarrinkara Munsif Court:

of fire-works -On

the occasion of the Birthday of Sri Saathi Tiruna] Maharaja in 1004 M -l 7
s the

Poryl

Q.‘ixr:
'1.‘:" » Sul ok * .
.. uge over a long period and are of immense historical and linguistic value.

(6) Appointment of experts for the iron mines at Puliyar Kuricct.
(7) Arrangement for the visit of Mr. Ellis, expert in ancient scripts

Grandhas
_ A small collegtion of grandhas dealing with various matters like Puranas,
Ayurvéda, Religious Hymns ete., viz.,

(1) Ramayanam (Kilippattu)

(2) Sri Mahabharatam

(3) Bhagavat Gita

(4) Narayaniyam, etc.

. The Matilakam Records (479—1091 M.E.)

The old records possessed by the celebrated temple of §ri Padmanabha
Svami in Trivandrum, the tutelary deity of the Royal House of Travancorc,
is popularly known by the name “Matilakam Records”, because the temple
establishment is known in common parlance as ‘Matilakam’. Ot'iginally
the collection consisted of about 3,500 curunas, each curuna consisting O

| 1,000 cadjan leaves on an average. This may perhaps be the largest hoard

of cadjan records in the whole of India.

In the pre-Martanda Varma period, the Matilakam was a temple
State and the princely State was not a totally different entity. Both the
States were internally the same, but only in practical execution of adminis-
tration they differed from each other. The Matilakam records are there-
fore State records so far as “Vénid’ was concerned for the period ending
with the establishment of a centralised administration by Martanda Varma
in the latter half of the 18th century A.D. % RS

The earliest record in this collection is dated 511 M.E. and belongs
the reign of Rama Martanda Varma. These records are written in

-NIalayilma, Tamil, Malayalam and Malayalam-Tamil.

For the history of Travancore from 500 M.E. to 950 M.E. we mainly

‘depend on the Matilakam records, which form the main spring of information

1n regard to the social, economic and political back-ground of ancient

rayancore. _
The following is an extract from the prefactory note by ate Mahakavi

Honorary Director, Huzur Central

i.,.{"-‘mfds} in the publication entitled ‘Important Mathilakam Records from

b}iﬂﬂ%@’ brought out in 1941 as Sg; Chitrodaya Central Record Series

“The mmportance of these documents cannot be overestimated. They

A careful study of these records will reveal what a vast wealth of medieval

e Malayalam expressions, employed in current parlance in the days when they

Mg ¥ 3 . s
hetsl' e written, have since fallen into disuse. On the whole, it may be un
0 e -
“Csitatingly asserted thgt the present volume is a mine of info T
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supreme governing body of the temple and temple lands that covered morc
than one-half of the entire kingdom. |

14

student, not only of the history of Travancore, political, social or adminis-«
trative but also of the history of the Malayalam Language.”

A few significant items of records in the Matilakam collection are giver,
below: :

1. Proceedings and transactions of the Ettaraysgam, which was :ht:.l

2. Memoranda on State matters, mainly political,

3. Records relating to the ascension to the throne by Rulers.

4. Records relating to the demise of Rajas.
5. Records relating to the adoption of princes and princesses 10 the

Royal family.
6. Accident—reports.
7. TUnusual evenis—reports regarding.
8. Records on the disciplinary proceedings against temple servants. I
9. TInventories of valuables. i
10. Records relating to fines imposed on Rulers.
1. Records on traditional observations and procedures followed in the
temple.
12, Reports on theft and other criminal activities that took place in the
temple.
& 83 * |

This collection which now conists of nearly 3000 curunas was acquired|
by the State Archives in the year 1965. There are lists and indices for

_these records which were prepared by a special staff during 1112—11 16 M.E.

PAPER RECORDS |

Settlement records of Travancore State (1066—1085 M.E.) .

The Survey and Settlement of Travancore commenced in 1060 M-E=|
during the reign of Sri Malam Tiruna] was finalised in the year 1085 M'E.'f
The collection of Settlement Registers consits of 380 volumes pertaining t@
the various Pakuties from Kulathur (Neyyarrinkara) to Vattavada, apart
from Settlement Registers in respect of Vaififiipula and Paifjar Ida\f’a__kzi.&i
Registers in respect of certain villages (Pakutis) in the Shencottah Talgk
are also available. There are spare copies of Settlement Registers of different
pakuties. |

It may be mentioned here that entries in the ojuku records {_Prc-lf‘:Ett]cr-
ment) and settlement registers in respect of assignment of propertics 8 lghd}”i-
differ in many cases. This may be because of the changes that took plact
in regard to the ownership of the properties during . the interim Perioc.

p—
il

Ayakkettu Memo

properties extending from

5 stercideals 5 el (e SR all gt
152 registers dealing with the statistics of a 15 e prihcipIEs

Tovila to Aficanad. These records serve as a guide in reg
adopted for the assessement of tax.

Settlement

Final Reports
A collection of 150 volumes containing communicalions oOn various

matters relating to settlement. It also comprises 1tem-wise derails in respect
of each property.

Revenue Settlement—Final Reports

A collection of 3065 volumes containing appendiccs to the final reports
on Revenue Settlement.

Jamibandi Riyasam (1049 to 1081 M.E.)

A collection of original communications received from the four divi-
sions, viz., Padmanabhapuram, Trivandrum, Quilon and Kottayam on
various matters relating to Revenue, preserved in bundles.

(A detailed list of these records is available).

Jamabandy Accounts (1066—1079 J.\'I.E

A collection consisting of original records relating to the account martters
pertaining to the various divisions.

Huzar Settlement (Kandeluttu) 1058—1082 M.E.

240 bundles of records which comprise of reports furnished by the divi- -
sions and taluks on various matters relating to settlement.

Huzir Rayasam (987—1080 M.E.)

A collection of records and registers consisting of communications
received and replies issued on various matters relating to administration,
including orders from the palace in certain cases.

Huzir Settlement (1059—1082 ML.E.)

A collection consisting of data furnished by the various divisions at the
time of <Kandeluttu.

Settlement Office Records (1069—1085 MLE.)

For the purpose of settlement, the State was divided into seven blocks
known as ‘Party Offices’. These Party Offices were under the immediate
control of the four ‘Central Offices’ allotted to each. Matters of
however finally settled at Huziir KandeJuttu Office. The colle
of records and registers pertaining to these offices.

dispute were
ction consists
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Scl:tlcment Erayili Records (1070—1080 M.E.)"
It was common for the Dévasvams to assign propertics on tax-fiee basis
to certain families as awards for the various services rendered, to the Dévasvam.

This collection consists of settlement records pertaining to such of those pro-
perties assigned by the Dévasvams.

Head Sarkar Vakil’s Department (Judicial) 1040—1030 M.E.

- 'A' collection consisting of 150 volumes rclaung to Judlcml matters.
%Sa:;itarg- Department (1071—1081 M.E.)

A collection of Births/Deaths Registers consisting of 250 numbers.
Piravaka (Excise) 1051—1081 M.E.

A collection of 272 volumes relating to the excise matters.
Education (1054—1083 M.E.)

As_cut._s of 88 volumes dealing with various education matters.

Anamél Sekharippu  (Liyam) 1038—1081 M.E.

A collection of 156 volumes dealing with the maintenance of elephants,
expenditure and income therefor etc.

Police (1068—1080 M. E.)
A collection - of 90 bundles "dealing with the administration of * Police.
Huzar Treasury (1046—1083 MLE.)

A large collection of 4,000 volumes dealing with the receipt and expendi-
ture in respect: ofthe various departments in the State.

Ponnumvila Case | Rccords (La.nd Acquisition) 1064—1082 M.E.

A collection of records relating to acquisition of lands for the constr uc.uDﬂ .

of roads.-buildings ete. .
Putuval Olukus (1057—1059)

A collection of 383 bundles relating to assignment of waste lands at
the time of the original survey.

Malavaram Accounts (1049—1087 M.E.)

Records relating to the assignment of'force.t valleys to the applicants for
cultivation of coffec.ytea, etc.

Janmikkaram Settlement

“These are records transferred from the Reveuue Department.
collection .consists of 2182 mglslers and they pertain to Trivandrum, Quilon,
and Kottayam Dlstncts : .

The

L7. -

PRINTED MATERIALS

(Gazettes, Government Publications, Reference Books, etc.)

Travancc_uc Gover nment Gazette (1862 194‘} AD.):

The first issue of the Travancore Government Gazette was brought out
in the year 1862 A.D. The collection consists of all subsequent issues till
Ist July 1949 when the State ceased to exist as an independent unit conse-
quent on the integration of the States of Travancore and Cochin.

Cochin Government Gazette (1867-1948 A.D.) :

A collection of all issues of the Cochin Government Gazette {rom

1867 to 1948 A.D.

Travancore-Cochin Government Gazette (1949-1956) :

All issues of the Travancore-Cochin Government Gazette from July
1949 to November [956.

Kerala Government (xanrtc 1'19.3(3 onwards) :

All issues of the Kerala Government Gazette from 1956 onwards.

Inrt St. George Gazette (1833 1948‘}

An incomplete collection- of Fort St. George Gazettes for the period from
1833 to 1948 A.D. .

Mysore Government Gazette (1908-1922) :

An incomplete collection
period from 1908 to 1922,

of Mysore Government Gazettes for the

Regulations & Proclamations of Travancore (1010-1120 M.E.) :

A complete collection of the Regulations and Proclamations of

Travancore in bound volumes with an:Index and Reference Guide.

(Sec also page-under ‘Archival Publications’)

Administration Reports of Travancore (1067 to 1115 M.E.) :

A collection of the ‘Administration Reports of Travancore State from
1067 M.E. down to 1115 M.E.

\lmanata (1024 to 1124 \1 l:.)

A collection
years langmg F: om 1024- M E.

of Travancore Government ‘Almanacs’ for

to 1124MF

the various
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Reports of the various Committees (1912-1945) :

A collection of the Reports of the various Committees appointed by the
Government of Travancore from time to time.

A few
(1)
@)
3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
)
(8)

9)

items are mentioned below:

Report of the Christian Committee of Travancore (1912. A.D.)
Report of the Qil Survey of Travancore (1923) (C. Kumara Das)
Report of the Banking Enquiry Committee (1930)

Report of the Laws Delay’s Commissioner (1931) :
Report of the Pallikettu of H.H. The Karthika Thirunal (1934)
Report of the Travancore Education Reforms Committee? (1933)
Report of the Economic Depression Enquiry Committee (1931)
Report of the Travancore Public Service Recruitment Committee

(1933)

Report of the Natural History-Museum of Travancore—By S.H.

Prater (1943)

Civil Lists (1918 A.D. to 1949 A.D) :

A collection of Quarterly Civil Lists for the period from 1918 to 1949
AD.

A collection of Half Yearly Civil Lists from 1923 to 1944 (incomplete)

Census Reports—Travancore (1891-1941) :

A collection of Census of India Reports’ relating to Travancore State
pertaining to the Census years 1891, 1901, 1911, 1921, 193] and 1941.

Census Reports—Travancore-Cochin (1951) :

Census Hand Book of the following Districts :

Trivandrum
Quilon
Kottayam
Trichur

ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS

A collection of the Proceedings of the Sri Mulam Popular Assembly of
Travancore for the years from 1922 to 1936.

Printed Q‘E_P‘_“ of Important Papers :

i

_—

Important papers connected with the Students’ Strike in 1921 AD
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(2) Important papers connected with the dispute between Travancore

and Cochin regarding Idiyarmac Hills.

(3) Important papers connected with the dispute between Travan-

core and Cochin regarding the Annamanada Degvaswam.

(4) Important papers connected with the dispute between Travancore

and Cochin regarding the Thaccudaya Kaimal Sthanam.

Important Reference Books : o
1. The Travancore State Manual (Nagam Aiya) H
2. The Travancore State Manual (T. K. Velu Pillai)
3. Meémoir of the Survey of the Travancore & Cochin State by hients.
Ward & Conner (in 2 volumes)

4. Christianity in Travancore (by G. T. Mackenzic)
5. Progressive Travancore (by Ramanatha Iyer)
6. A Hindu Reformation (Nilkan Perumal)

- 7. The Travancore Arhcaeological Series)

! 8. Elements of Hindu Iconography (T. A Gopinath Rao)
9.

Kerala Society Papers Scricis (Part I & II)

ARCHIVAL PUBLICATIONS

S i Chitrodaya Huzur Central Records Series :

SRS

No. 1 Selected Proclamations by the Sovereigns (From 1811 to 1936 A.D )
No. 2 Selected Notifications by the Government (From 1811 to 1925A D)
No. 3 Important Mathilakom Records (From 550 to 903 M.E)e"

u‘ I{L'_lrr, Items :

2

3.
4,

J.

6.

Different charts showing the derivation of
Malayalma, Tamil, etc.

Sir T. Madhava Rao’s collection of historjcal materials meant for
the compilation of an authentic History of Tranvancore
Family Records of Dalava Ramayyan. ‘

Epoch-—Making Proclamations bear; i : -
Rulers of Travancore from l7r21'59 toelaﬁl)-élclgg Sign-Manuals of various

Treaties with  Cochin,
(1763—1805)

Administrative set-up in Travancore (1 763-—1805)

Malayalam scripts from

Dutch, East India Company, etc.

Show-Case Records :

_ There is a small building attached
umportant items of rocords (both in cadja

21/1870/L.

¥

to this Archiv::s, wherein more
1 and paper) are displayed in
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These select records are termed as ‘Show Case Records’ and
A few items among the

show-cases,
the collection altogether consists of 230 items.
collection are highlighted below:

Subject Year

Treaty between the Rajas of Cochin and Purakkad, and the
Dutch Company by which all of them bound themselves to help
each other against the enemies of anyone of them and to defend
the claims of Godavaima of Cochin against the Portuguese.

The Dutch were given permission to erect a fort at Purakkad. 1663 A.D.

Treaty of alliance between Travancore and Cochin by which the
former was to hold Cempakaééeri and Vatakkumkir and the
Raja of Cempaka¢éeri wag to be stationed at Trichur abstaining
from making any correspondence with outsiders.

Treaty between Travancore and Cochin by which Cochin
promised to cede Karappuram and some other places to
Travancore in return for military help against the Zamorin of
Calicut.

1754 A.D.

1762 A.D.

Treaty of alliance between the East India Company and
Travancore.

1805 A.D.

Deed’d_edi_cating_the State of Travancore to Sri Padmanabha
by Sri Vira Martanda Varma Maharaja

A ninavu of Mahérﬁja Kartika Tirunal to Keésava Pillai
(Samprati) dealing with miscellancous affairs about the Nawab

of Carnatic, Tipu’s Plans, and the necessity to repair the Cranganore
Fort, etc.

1750A.D.

A Tittiram from the Raja of Cochin regarding sundry matters
including the seige of Bangalore by Lord Cornwallis

Nittu appointing Jiyant ankaran Nambidiri as Valiya
Sarvadhikaryakkar (DC{vanF)m Sankaran Nan y

1791 A.D.

1799 A.D.

Accounts showing remittance (o East India Company etc.

A narﬂliV(‘: account of the destruction of Cochin Kévilakom by
Temmanséséri Nambari

A Nittu regarding the starting of Public Schools

A Nittu regarding the starting of the first Government English
School at Trivandrum

A Nittu regarding the compilation of a Malayalam - English
Dictionary

A Nitgu regarding the Sircar Hospital at Trivandrum.

1813-1817.
A.D.

1819 A.D.

1834 A.D.

1860 A.D,
1863 A.D,
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A Nittu regarding Grant of tax-free land to Mr. Benjamin
Bailey, Kottayam for his residence and free school.

A Nittu regarding grant of Rs. 5000 for Famine Relief in
Ireland. |

Proclamation of H.H. Rani Parvathi Bai regarding minting of

copper coins of one Chakram and its parts.

Public

A Nittu sanctioning Rs. 1000 for the Trivandrum

Library

Correspondence-Orders issued to Tahsildars etc. for collecting
informative records relating to the previous history of Travancore,
ruling sovereigns, battles, temples etc.

Information showing the history of ancient Travancore

Nittus regarding the search for Vélu Tampi and dcfe}lding the
attack of Kumpaniyars.

A serics of seven bound volumes containing original ““Nittus”
(Royal Commands) issued by the various Rulers from_time to time
on administrative matters

1818 A.D.
1823 A.D,
1816 A.D.

1837 A.D.

1869 A.D.

o

1873-1908
AD.
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A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND
ARCHIVAL SET UP IN COCHIN

It was in the year 1818 A.D. that the post of the Diwan was created
in Cochin. Prior to this, an officer appointed by His Highness the Maharaja
called the ‘Valiya Sarvadhikaryakkar’, was the administrative head of the
State. For purposes of revenue administration, the State was divided into
two divisions:

(1) The Vadakké Mukham or the Northern Division, and
(2) The Tekké Mukham or the Southern Division.

Each of these divisions was placed under a Sarvadhikaryakkar. These
divisions were further subdivided into Kgvilakattum Vatukkals and each
subdivision consisted of a number of Pravartties. A Pravartty was the
smallest unit of administration and was placed under an officer called Par-
vatyakiran (now called Village Officer). b The Kavilakattum Vatukkals
were each placed under a Karyakkar (changed into Tahsildar subsequently).
At the head of the administration was the Valiya Sarvadhikaryakkir. The
details of the office of the Valiya Sarvidhikaryakkar, are not easily traceable.
Col. Munro, the British Resident in Travancore and Cochin was administer-
ing the State of Cochin in 987 MLE.(1812 A.D.) even though the Diwanship
as such was actually created only six years hence. In 993 M.E. (1818 A.D.)
the Valia Sarvadhikaryakkar’s designation was altered to Diwan and that of
Sarvadhikaryakkars to Peishkars. The post of Diwan Peishkir was created in
1010 M.E. (1835 A.D.):

The available records show that later on, for purposes ol revenue admi-
nistration, the State continued to have two divisions as in the past, but each
division was subdivided into three talgks. Tlhicre was a Pcishkm"in charge
of each division who was also District Magistrate. There was a Tahsild;gir
in charge of each talik who exercised second class magisterial powers. The
Peishkars and Tahsildars not only administered land revenue within. their
respective jurisdictions, but also administered abkidri, opium, ganja and
tobacco revenues of the State, managed the affairs of a large number of reli
gious and charitable institutions (Dévasvam and Uttupuras) and olhcrwisc:
grer;c:(ﬁlll_y helped the (})iwaln lin. conducting the State administration. The
Tahsildars were vested with laree powers 7 ; .
charge of tilak treasuries. R T S el B lotited in

The Diwan, as the head of the administration
Revenue anfd Acc_ounlts Departments. He
in respect of certain classes of offences. He was assisted by Tuzii A
consisting of various types of officers and staff. The higllt[:;f Erlillli:::a{(ﬁ thé
State was _H‘I—I'. The Raja’s Court of Appeal. This was subsequently changed
to the _G}uet: Court and finally to the High Court. But the adminim-atgid
of justice, civil and criminal, was controlled by the appeal court whicﬁ

consisted of three Judges. As has already been stated, criminal justice was

administered by the Peishkirs and Tahsildars who exercised the powers of

, was also in charge of the
also exercised magisterial powers
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the District and Second Class Magistrates. The Police and Military Depare~
ments were under a Superintendent. There was a Conservator of Forests
as the head of the Forest Department. He wis, however, under the contraol
of the Chief Engineer of the State who was ex-officio Comptroller of Forests_
Under Public Works, there were two departments: -
(1) Public Works Department Proper, under the control of the Chicg
Engineer, and : 1
(2) The Maramatt Department, under the control of the Maramagg
Pariggdhakan. ; |
The Diwan was the head of the Education Department. He was assisteqq|

by an Advisor or Secretary in educational matters. There was a separate.
Medical and Sanitation Department. There were also the Registration angl
Afical (Postal) Departments. i

The above, in brief, was the system of administration that was prevaleng

from early days. The reorganisation of the Secretariat and the other Dcpart___‘
ments, on modern lines was attempted in the year 1071 M.E. (1895 A.D.),

ARCHIVAL ORGANISATION IN THE ERSTWHILL
' COCHIN STATE

The _C_Jentral I@_cgrc_lﬁ?_ Ernakulam:

It was in the year 1901 A. D. (during the Diwanship of Sir P. Rajagopala~
chari) that a scheme was originally enunciated by the then Government of
Cochin for the organisation of a scparate office called the ‘Central Records? |
as its State Archives [or the preservation of its ancient valuable records of |

archival importance. But the institution ‘Central Records’ (now Regiona] i

Archives, Ernakulam) actually- came into being only in 1909 (as per G. (".)“‘

No. C. 2999 of 1084 dated 15th July 1909 (See, Record of Administration |
Cochin State—Part IV). Prior to this, the system of preserving the records
of the State was of course in existence. |

Till the year 1886, all the ancient and non-current records were housed
in the Huzir Kacpéri in Ernakulam, the capital of the State. In that year all |
important State ‘records were transferred to Trippunittura—the seat of the |
Maharajas—and kept at a place called “Iduvayppu’ where the other State
valuables were preserved. These records happened to be kept under the
sharge of a low-paid oflicial and so they were not maintained properly. It '
was in the year 1898 that a systematic classification and arrangement of the
records (as those of exceptional importance, those of ordinary importance and
those that arc merely of temporary use) was first attempted and it was in 1905
¢hat all the records of historical and administrative importance were got copied
and printed.

Apprccia:ting the need for the perpetual preservation and safe custody
of the centurics-old records of the State, the erstwhile Cochin  Government

JUERRY,
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during the Diwanship of Sir R. K. Shanmukham Chetty (1935-40) construc=
ted a separate three storeyed concrete building for housing the Central
Records.

Consequent on the integration of the erstwhile States of Cochin and
Travancore in the year 1949 and subscquent formation of the Kerala State
on November 1, 1956 the institution was functioning as a part ol the Secretariat
attached to the Public Department. It was merged with the Kerala S't'«llﬂ
Archives Department in 1964 The office which was designated as .-‘\mhwti_ss
Ernakulam in 1965 and redesignated as Regional Archives, Ernakulam in
1974 now functions as one of the three Regional Offices of the State  Archives
Department.

ARCHIVAL HOLDINGS—A GENERAL SURVEY

The Regional Archives, lir:mkululll‘{[hrmuri}.- Central Records. lin"m—
kulam) is mainly a repository of all the ancient and valuable records pertaining
to the earlier period of the erstwhile Cochin State. However no record r:_-:l:u-
ing to the period belore the advent of the Portuguese exists in the Archives.
Ernakulam. Even the records relating to the early Portuguese and Dutch
Sertlements are also not available here.

The late Sri V. K. R. Menon (formerly Sarvadhikaryakkar to His High-
ness the Maharaja and sometime Member of the Indian Historical Records
Commission) in an ‘Introduction’ to his archival publication entitled ‘Letters
from Cochin Rajas to Batavia® published in 1946 has made a special mention
of this vital point. The relevant extract from the publication is reproduced
below:

“The Rajas of Cochin during the Portuguese and Dutch periods corres-
ponded regularly with the sovereign powers that guided the activities of the
foreign garrison at the Cochin Port.- ﬁ["hm'c is ample evidence to show that
during the Portuguese period (1300-1663 A. D.) the Rajas addressed such
letters both to the King of Portugal and His Holiness the Pope. The Central
Records, Cochin State. unfortunately does not possess even a single copy oF
what must have been a very voluminous correspondence,’ ‘ :

The following is an extract of the joint report submitted to the Government
of Cochinin 1939 by M/s L. V. R. Iyyer, B. K. B. Menon and V. K. R. Menon.
“The Record Office contains no records belonging to the Portuguese period.”

There is also an indication in one of the letters addressed to the British
Resident by the Diwan that the earliest records in Clochin were destroved at
the time of invasion of Cochin by Tipu Sultan of Mysore. '

It may be mentioned here that prior to 1857 all Government conumuni-
cations were carried on cadjan except perhaps the communications sent to the
Dutch and English Officers. 1t was only f\l'u:r 1857 that palm-leal’ was re-
placed by paper for official correspondence from the Huzar (o the subordinate
offices and it was only after the year 1860 that paper began to be used in all
.‘:u.hm'clinal'u offices in the State. Records in cadjan therefore form the bulk
of the earlier records in Cochin. '

21/1870/L.
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. The record collection can therefore be broadly classified into three parl.s_gf':
viz,,
(i) Records in cadjan leaves
(i) Records in paper
(iii) Other items, i. e., Copper plates, bamboo splints cte. 3
It has to be further pointed out here that the “book file”” system was a8 |
vogue till the disposal number system was introduced in the State in 1897 A, IDC
Records up to 1897 are divided into two distinct branches—English and
Malayalam. While the Malayalam records are merely a continuation iss
paper of the cadjan records, the English records consist of all communica=
tions from 1818 to 1897 between the Diwan on the one hand and the Resideng
and other British Officers, and subordinate officers like the Engineer. the
Medical Oflicer etc., on the other. “'{

By the beginning of the year 1898 the disposal number system was intras
duced. All Huziir Office files from that year onwards are now under the
custody of the Public Department (English Records), Secretariat. Eve
though these records virtually stand transferred to the control of the Stag
Archives their physical transfer could not be effected till now due to lack
of space to accommodate them. It is hoped that it will be possible to transfes
them to the Archives soon after the construction of the proposed new buildi
for the Archives in Trivandrum is completed.

3
CADJAN RECORDS |
Curupas (993 M.E. 1080 M.E./I818 A.D. 1905 A.D.).

(Scrolls of Palm-leaf Manuscripts.) !

About a ecentury ago when paper was very scarce, processed p:-l[m-lt?:a_.f

was the chiel material largely used in Kerala for correspondence. So recor
in cadjan form the bulk of ancient record wealth of Kerala. For the sake
convenience and better preservation it was the practice in earlier days t
keep loose sheets of palui-leaves scrolled in  bundles of convenient siz
after passing a cord (string) through the holes provided in the leaves as in thy
case of present day tagging of sheets of paper. These scrolls are known a
Curunas. The number of Ieaves in cach bundle varies from 500-1000.

Item-war details of curunas consisting of more than 2000 Nos. are givey
below: .

Contents No. Year Remarks
(Oluku (Nilam) 134 948—1079 M.E. A few items pcrtain_‘ |
ing to the earlicﬁqi
] years are in Tami]
OJuku (Nilam) 46 1000—1083 M. E, i
OJuku (Paramba) 327 94321072 M. L,
Kanakku (Accounts) 527 927—1096 M. E.

:
|
|

| executed by private parties in the different proverthies of the
| tute the bulk of the collection,
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Contents No. Year Remarks
Kéttelutitu 24  967—1085 M. E.
Tittiram 147" 953—1077 M. E.
Tirattu (Accounts) 77 960—1071 M. E.
Nilam Putuval 35 1027—1083 M. E.
Paramba Putuval 17 1032--1082 M. E.
Miscellancous 295 9011088 M. E.
Vivarappéru 312 952—1081 M. E.
Petitions 42  926—1055 M. E.
Mudrpla Nilvali 35 1013—1046 M. E.

Granthas (1625-1806 A.D.)
The collection of granthas may be grouped into two, viz. 1—1
(i) Oluku Granthas, and
(ii) Historical Granthas.
While ‘OJuku Granthas’ are reproduct_ion of Oluku curunas (copied for
better preservation and convenient handling). ‘Historical Granthas® con-
sisting of 72 numbers are considered to be a treasure-house of archival infor-

mation. With a view to having a general idea as to their contents, the
subject matter covered by certain granthas are given below:

(1) Tigtarams on Tirumala Dévaswam Affairs (Putuvaippu E
286-428 (1625-1767 A.D.) ( BPE G=a
(2) Treaties between Travancore and the Zamorin 1717-1806 A.D
(3) Matters on Cangathavari
(4) Treaties between Trppappir Svarfipam and Pﬁl‘tll?ipa(lappl:l
(5) TFinancial Statements and Accounts  (1783-1785-1789 A.D.)
(6) Titturams issued to several Sthanis and Institutions (1760-1 796) A. D
(7) Invasion of Haider and Tippu and subsequent. treatics i 4
the transfer  of ‘Citrakiidam’ < s including
(8) Granthavari on ‘Perumpadappu Svariipam’ (since printed
under Archival Publications) Page 1—1 P ed) (See
(9) Treaties between the Dutch and Cochin
(10)  Description of Tavalis in Perumpadappu :
(11) A Grantha giving an account of arms supplied to certain A,
Army in ancientdays umts ofithe
(12)  Anaccount of the invasion of Cochin by the Zamorin of Calicut

Cadjan Loose Sheets
There is an appreciably large collection of loose cadjan leaves each fo
ing a sinlge complete document in several cases. Copies of i d;};-
5
State consti.
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Besides this, the collection also consists of a good number of Tigturag

(Royal writs) on various matters of interest. |

The following are the two conspicuous items worthy ol special mcntiq,'

among the collection:—

(i) A letter written by the Dutch Commander to the Cochin Ry
regarding the possession of lands in the State by the Marakkag
(Hindu converts to Christianity) dated 1674 A. D.

(ii) A document specilying the boundaries of the Fort at Cochy
signed by the Dutch Governor Adrian Mocns dated 1772 A. |
(Detailed list of these records are under preparation) '

....;‘1.._;-'-*—-"1

PAPER RECORDS |

Series File (1684 to 1869)

The collection termed as “Series Files’ constitutes the most importay
itern among the paper records in the Archives, Ernakulam, as it deals wyy
matters of political and administrative interest pertaining to the Dutch an
the early British period. These records are conspicuous in themselves |
they consist of correspondence (original letters) that passed between suceg
ssive rulers of Cochin and those foreign powers that guided the destinies of tl
State then. The collection is divided into the following three groupsi—

1. Fiwstseries covering the period [rom 1684-1799 A D.

2. Second series covering the period from 1791-1840 A.D.

3. Third series covering the period from 1812-1569 A.D.

While the first series among the above consists of original treaties, engagg
ments and other letters between Cochin on the one hand and other powg
and feudatories on the other which have played significant roles in the ca‘;ﬁ

history of Kerala, the second series is outstanding for some of the epodk

making proclamations on various matters then termed as - Hukkumnamahg
IS_SUCd by the rulers. A few select items are listed below with a view ¢
giving an idea as to the importance  of  these records. There are ove
500 letters in  all. ‘

|
Treaties (Original) |
(a) Treaty among the Raja of Cochin, the Dutch and the |

(lhi{‘.fnf Kal';}ppln‘aln, IB?:} a'\. n_‘
(b}  Treaty between the Cochin Raja and the Dutch 1684 A. D
(¢)  Treaty between the Dutch and the Cochin Raja 3|
regarding customs 1698 A B

@) Treaty among the Dutch, 72 Karappuram Chiels
and the Cochin Raja

() Trealy between the Dutch and the Zamorin 1717 A.D
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()  Treaty between the Raja and the Dutch regarding
‘Markakkars® or Christian converts 1785 A. D.

(g) First treaty between the East India Company and
the Cochin Raja

.791 A. D.
1809 A. D.

(hy  Last treaty with the English
2. Proclamations

(1) Proclamation dated 30th Dhanu 1000 M.E. extending certain
concessions to Agriculturists in the Cochin State in order o
encourage them to bring under plough all the cultivable lands.

(2)  Proclamation dated 993 M.E. introducing compulsory education
in the Cochin  State.

(3) Proclamation dated 10th Médam 993 M. E. ordering those who
were converts to  Christianity should obey the officers of the
Cochin  Sirkar.

(4) Proclamation regarding abolition of slavery.

Note:—  Series | relates to the period before Col. Munro, Series II Col.
Munro’s period and Series I1I the period after Col. Munro.
(Detailed lists and indices are available,)

G:jl_rg{lic_i\/quuscripts (1607 A. D.)

Malayalam written in Syriac characters is popularly known ag **Garsonic
Manuscript”. This document which is beautifully written consit;h oF ‘Iaws
regulations, instructions, orders, etc. on ecclesiastical matters issued by
Archbishop Francis Roz. 8. J. (A brief description of the contents of the
manuscript in English prepared by Research  Scholar Rev. Fr. Thomas
Arayathinal is available). !

Records in Persian (1725-1835 A, D.)

_ Diplomatic transactions of the British with the Indian Powers and the
Nobles were conducted in Persian for sometime during the earlier period
of the British Supremacy. So were also the correspondence with foreign
oriental rulers.

““The collection of Persian records consists of letters written by the Rajas
to the British Residents and the Governors mainly, a few to the Governors-
General  also. They relate to various subjects. Ap}ﬁrowcinlatel\' they
cover a period between 900 M. E. to 1010 M.E. Some n’ive- only date of
a foreign cra.” ¥ .

A record bearing the seal of “Tippu Sultan’ (1214 Hijri) in acknow-
ledgement -ofthr-* subsidy amount paid by Cochin is an important item among
the oollection.

o 17]:'11.@1'(: are English translations of these records, number of which comes
s

2h .
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Records in Portuguese (1793 A.D.)

A collection of 12 letters in Portuguese pertaining to the year 1793 A. D.
The contents of these letters are not clearly known as they remained underci-
phered all these years
Steps are under way to get these records translated into English through

department  of Archives, Goa.

the
Records in Urdu (1857 A.D.)

A printed document in Urdu detailing the investiture of the insignia
“Star of India” on the Maharaja of Oudh by the British Government f({l"
the services rendered to the latter during the first “*Struggle for freedom
in 1857.

Recordsin Sans}crit cte,

or
Letters From Uduppi Mutt (1805-1845)

“This is a collection of letters from Uduppi Mutt, many in Sanskrit,
some in  Canarese and still others in Malayalam intermixed witl} Clanarese.
Their main theme is request for money. These papers are of importance
because they give us the names of the various Mutt I—Iea51§ :m-d their
disciples during the period from 980 to about 1020 NI._E. The I‘lt(’.‘!‘al')."
value of these papers is also great, for they are written in clqganl S;’lnskt‘lt
prose and verse which deserve to be published. H}s Highness’ reply
to these communications, if they could be had would certainly make a hand-
some collection of Sanskrit letters, for the then Maharaja was a remarl{ablg
scholar and a well-known poet’”” [Extracts from a report (1939 A.D.) by Shri
K. R. Pisharody].

These records are yet to be deciphered.

RECORDS IN MARATHI, GUJARATI AND CANARESE
LANGUAGES (UNDECIPHERED)

“There arc some bundles of records written in Marathi, Gujarathi
and Canarese languages. No list of them has yet been prepared and one
cannot be prepared before they are translated. Further the papers ar¢
in very decayed condition and steps have to be taken to get _thcm translated
and listed and to select important ones for preservation before they become
quite illegible.  They number between 20 to 0 thousand papers.
The above is an extract from a Note submitted by the Superinteden_tz
Records, Ernakulam in the year 1925. The position explained in
oard to the records mentioned above still remains unchanged even after
“'93' lapse of more than four decades. The inclusive years of t}zesc records
”Tt,' h(‘,wevcr not clearly known, although the presumption is that thev
z“;);er. the period from 1809 to 1824.

(ilassification and deciphering of these records by competent persons are

ul d 6:11(&}? .
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HUKKUMNAMAHS/PROCLAMATIONS/REGULATIONS/ACTS
(1812-1949 A.D.)

(Sign Manual Copies)

‘Hukkumnamah’ is the term used to denote ‘Proclamations’ issued by the
Rulers in carlicr days. A proclamation or a Regulation oran Act is deemed
1o have come into force only after it is given assent to by the Ruler.

. Details of' a few Proclamations and Regulations of particular interest are
given below:

The Civil Procedure Code 1856 A.D.
The Criminal Procedure Code 1856 A.D,
The Penal Code 1884 A.D.
The Cochin Anchal Rules 1892 A D,
Proclamation regarding Census of Clachin 1891 A.D.
Proclamation regarding Foreign Liquor 1897 A.D.

Regulation regarding Printing Presses in Cochin
The Cochin Tenancy Regulation

The Cochin Nayar Regulation

The Cochin Christian Succession Regulation

1913 AD.
1913 A.D.
1920 A.D.

The Cochin Thiyya Regulation ]!ggg :g
The Liachi'n Muslim Women’s Marriage Dissalution BV A

Regulation 1933 A.D
Proclamation granting relief to Agricultural debtors 1‘535 r\D
The Cochin Newspaper Regulation 1936 AD

[It was as per proclamation dated 2-11-11]9 (1937 A.D.)

Regulation hegan to be styled as Act.] ) that the term

Boundary Disputes (1816-1891 A.D.)

(1) A collection of volumes and files
boundary dispute between Cochin & the
(1885-1891 A.D.)

(2) A collection of volumes and files containg an s i
Boundary disputes between Cochin and Travancore :_:;g;rd?:;cco.um oLt

(a) Lands belonging to the Elamkunnapulal, 3 i

Annamanada and Perumanam Dévasvam '
Kapayannar, Cranganore

I:C_Om_alnmg an account of the
‘nglish East India Company

. and (b Iz i o, 1
and NIukundapuram T('al)ukg.nds IR Souin,

(3) A collection of volumes and files ini
. X ] ; - CO]]t’]_]_nln 1o 5 s
miscellaneous  boundary  disputes. § & Pariculps Sgitniher
(4) A series of miscellaneous  corres
! A series ; § AneoL: re = L .
dispres. spondence regarding houndary

There are a few curupas also relating (o boundary disputes



Miscellancous Correspondence (1824-1828

The collection

(1)
(2)

(3)

Special Files
A (:Qllcctinn consisting of 34 [iles on various matiers of
and archival

|
|
A.D.) |

consists  of the following:

A series  of letters from Taccudava Kavima]

: l o Diwan relating
to temple requisites during 999 to 1003 NI i

Correspondence between Seeshagiri Rao and Nanjappavyan on
various matters relating  to palace requirements {Hl(li'li\[_l-’,_.

Communication from Venketasubbayyan o the Diwan
dealing with monthly accounts ol Nityvaccilavu, the Rajas’
etc. (1003 M.E.) ’

most Iy
welfa re

(1907-1916) l

adminisirative

interest. The important items are detailed belos -

]. The Palace expenditure scheme. |
2. Re-organisation of various departments, like Police, Abkari ete lli|
3. Introduction of the Education Code. =8 ‘['
- T p h a ar: '; g alz Ay y . : e J :
5 (f!;]L;:rtht:r-:l, ?'fsh arajas  to palaces outside the State  like Madras ”
5. Lease of Bolghatty Residency to the British Governmen. |
6. GCirculation of Sovereigns and currency notes  in (he Clochi ﬂ
State. lochin &
7. Sentences in Murder cases by Cochin Cours, |
g. (Cochin  Harbour scheme. i
9. Tenancy (4 Bundles) ‘
10. Delhi Durbar d
11. Introduction of Standared Weights and  Measures iy o st b
12. Planters’ trouble in Trichur. State, ?:.
13. Correspondence regarding  Advisory  Counejl, |
1. Governor's visit.
| E3 Resident’s intEI‘Vcr}Lif!n in_ the internal administration of the Stal
16. Review of r\dl’l]ll‘llﬁtral‘loﬂ Reports by the Madras Gn\-‘cmm;n(;'
17. Dispute between Cochin and Trvancore regarding the Taceiy.
Jdaya Kaymal Sthianam. -
18 [I{egarding the lease of State Railway to the South Indian Railway
Company- y
Aliey end setelenions Recortd gLDehin : _:

The series include all items of original Survey

and settlement recorde

. respect of the various villages in the erstwhile Cochin State; such ass
111 5

Survey Records

(1) Boundary sketches

(2) Boundary Field Books

(3) Division Field Books

(4) Boundary Traversc Sheets

(5) Division Traverse Sheets

(6) ‘LI’ Sketches

(¥) 16 " Maps

(6) Land Registers
Settlement Records

(1) Settlement Registers

(2) Cittas -

(3) Pattadar Lists etc.

These records were originally transferred for preservation in the Central
Records as per Proceedings of the Coochin Diwan, Revenue Department
(Land Revenue) dated 19th September 1909, Ref. on C:.No. 311/85.  Printed
lists for these items are available.

Survey Records (Malabar Area)

Consequent on the formation of the State of Kerala in 1956 all original
Survey records pertaining to the Malabar area which were hitherto under
the custody of the former Madras Government were transferred to] Kerala.
These records arc now preserved in the Archives, Ernakulam for want of
adequate accomodation facilities in the Regional Office at Kozhikode. It
is expected that these records could be transferred to Kozhikode soon after
acquiring a suitable building to house them conveniently.

: The serics consists ol the following items in respect of the various villages
in the Malabar arca:

1. Tield Measurement Books

2. Original Survey Traverse Sheets

3.  Litho Maps (Mounted)

I'erro—Pressiate  Prints.
5. Re-survey Traverse Sheets.
6. Triangular Field Books.

DEEDS & AGREEMENT
Deeds (1908-1947)

These consist of title deeds of properties, buildings ete. purchased in
the name of the Government in and outside the state like the Benares Satram
the Cochin House, Madras, the buildings at Nilgiris (meant for Summer
recess for the Maharaja, the Diwan, etc,) as also Lease Deeds of Estates for
cultivation of Rubber, Coffce, etc.

21/1870/L.
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The item worthy of special mention is the document *‘Instrument
Accession” by which the State volunteered to form part of the ]ndi;}{'-‘
Union. X
Agreement (1897-1942) l

q

Agreement executed by different parties in favour of Government Sucly
as the contractors for the supply of opium and Ganja, Bombay Salt, K.aiccl';tus:_
executed for the Abkari contract, Agreements executed by persons in scrvic_.;
on their being deputed for higher studies in Medicine, ctc., constitug.
the collection. Agreements entered into with the South Indigy |
Railway, FACT, Travancore Government (for supply of Pallivasal lﬂlct.hi[
tric Power ) are some of the important items in this group. 1

Malayalam Diaries (1814 to 1832 A.D.)
(Office copies of the Diwan’s letters and orders in (he different branche
ol the Huzir Kaccéri for 18 years [rom 1814).

At the time of the appointment of the first Diwan it was ordered that al
communications received and all orders issued by the Diwan should be copieg
in books. It may be remembered here that it was a centralised adminig,
tration in Cochin during the earlier period so that even petty oflicers used (g
write to the Diwan for orders. These reports and orders arc collected unde,
what are termed “Diwan’s Malayalam Diarics”. The collection consistg
of 494 volumes. I

[

i
l
i'
I

ut, |
Diwan’s English Diaries (1814 - 1857 A.D.) 1

100 volumes containing copics ol letters written by successive Diwang |
of the State on various administrative matters mostly (o the British Resjo
dents. { |
]

Resident’s letters
Resident’s Memo Books &

|
H. H. The Rajas Book (1814 - 1896 AD.) - ]
l
|
!

These books contain letters and Memos from the British Residents to
the Diwans of Cochin and H.H. The Maharaja on various political ang
No. of volumes: 91.

(S1. No. 3491 - 3569).

administrative matters.

Tittarams (Royil writs) (1818 - 1902)

Orders or communications issued by the Rulers of Cochin are kiown ag
“[igtarams’.  The Co]lf&{;lion of volumes under ‘:I'itgﬁl‘ams’ Consists nl'. :_n,'([urs
issued by the various Maharajas from time to time on different administras
tive and other matters of interest. i

(SL. No. 495-522)

R 8
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Jamakavch Accounts (1836-1904 A.D.)
Twenty-two volumes containing the Jamakarch accounts of the State i.c.,
a periodical account of the income and expenditure in the Sirkar Treasury,
(SI. No. 2023 - 2044).

Eolice Urders (1B gl o9 /0. D)

A series of 329 volumes containing Police Orders, file books, register of
petitions, despatch, Sannad and Diary books, Register of Suits, decisions in

tobacco cases etc.
(SI. No. 2965 - 3233).
There is also another Series of 12 yolumes entitled “*Orders passed in the

Huzir Kacceéri in the Police Branch.”
. (SI.

No. 3705 - 3709).

A volume containing statement ol accounts, correspondence and Deeds
relating to the Coffee Estates in the State.
(Sl. No. 3733).

Commercial Department (1840 - 1892 A.D.)
A series of 4 volumes containing correspondence, statements, accounts
etc., of the commercial transaction of the State such as Cloffee and Tea Estates

(o] el
(SL. No. 3724 - '3727).

Jamabandi Reports & Petitions (1850 - 1897 A.D.)

A series of files containing reports and petitions received in the Jama-
bandi (Revenue ) Branch of the Huzar Kacceéri.
(SL. No. 3407 - 3444),

Maramat Account (1853 - 1900 A.D.)
(1) A series of volumes containing:
(a) Maramat accounts
(h) List of Sirkar buildings
(c) List of articles in Sirkar buildings etc,
(SI. No. 3371 - 3406).
(2) A series of 31 volumes containing: '

Maramat and Bradavu accounts in the different Taluks in the State.
(SL. No. 1911 - 1919).

Rayasam Books (1855 - 1897 A. D.)

300 volumes containing Government Orders in the Rayasam Branch of
the Huztr Kaccéri.

(Sl. No. 2161 - 2461).
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Jamabandi Orders (1836 - 1897 A. D.) |
A collection consisting of 641 volumes containing orders issued from thes
Jamabandi (Revenue) Branch of the Huziar Kaccéri, 1
(SI. No. 523 - 1163). k

Public Officer’s Book (1855 - 1896 A. D)

A series of 39 volumes containing letters received by the Diwan of Cochiry
from different Officers both in and outside the State. |

(Sl. No. 3669 - 3704).

MBizens

Chowky Orders (1858 - 1889)

<l .

|
|
|
|
A series of volumes containing orders passcd in the Chowky Branch
(Revenue - Custom) of the Huzur Kaccéri. -
(SI. No. 1164 - 1172). |
|
|

o1t o P o

Bill Books (1858 - 1897 A. D.)

Eighty-seven volumes pertaining to the finance and Accounts matters
(SI. No. 1920 - 2006). 4

Educational (1859 - 1897 A.D.) g

A series of 35 volumes containing service lists, copies of ccrliﬁcalt}s,!i
letter books, minutes, Diary, Secretary’s correspondence, Progress Reporis |
and Orders concerning the educational institutions in the State. '

(Sl. No. 3743 - 3777). .'

Chief Engineer’s Book (1861 - 1900 A.D.)

A series of 91 volumes containing:
(a) Correspondence by the Chief Engincer;
(b) Public Works Estimates;
(c) Registers;
(d) Bills; ’
(e) Cheques, etc.

by

—

|
|
|

(Sl. No. 3778

Officer Commanding (Military) (1867 - 1889 A. D.)

3938).

4 volumes containing letters received by the Diwan from the Officey
Clommanding, the detachment of Military stationed at Trichur.

(SI. No. 3720 - 3723).

{ppeat Govzt: ndiciel), (1867, 51992 4 D) .
£ pres i

f\ series of 10 volumes dealing with the Appeal Court in Cochin State,
A (SI. No. 3710 - 3719).

-
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Gonservator’s Book (16701853 A. D)

A collection of 5 volumes containing letters from the Conservator of

Torests to the Diwan of Clochin.
(Sl. No. 3728-3732).

Forest Accounts (1875—1893 A. D.)
A collection of papers dealing with forest Accounts.
(S1. No. 3405).
Pativu Accounts (1870—1897 A. D.)
A collection of the volumes containing Pative accounts of the State.
(S1. No. 2007-2022).

Stamped Cadjan Accounts (1871—1902 A, D.)

261 volumes containing accounts relating to the sale of stamped cadjan
leaves. '

(SL. No. 1514-1774).

Daily Receipts & Disbursements in Treasuvies (1874—1923 A. D.)

A collection of 62 volumes containing accounts of the daily receipts and
disbursements of the Treasuries in the State.

Tl T ratpa= o D)

A series of 60 volumes containing the ‘Tivatgu’ Accounts of the all
Taluks in the State.
(Sl. No. 1455-1513).

Teak Plantation (.I.S?G"TEQ%})

A series of 5 volumes containing letters received from the Superintendent
of Teak Plantations in the State.

(S1. No. 3738-3742).
Cash Cigta (1885—1898 A. D.)

A collection  of 49 volumes containing cash citta ctc.,, of Huzir
Treasury.

(S No. 2045-2093)
Market Rates (1885—1902 A, D.)

A series of 136 volumes containing current market vates in the different
taluks in the State, ;

(S1. No. 1773-1910).
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Anamatt Accounts (1887—1898 A. D.)

A collection of 28 volumes containing “Animatt’i. c.
items of accounts.

unappropriated 1

(SI. No. 2122 to 2146 & 2159 to 2161)
i
Installation (1888—1898 A.D.) I

> 1l
A volume containing accounts_relating to the installation of H. H. "[‘he-!
]

Raja.
(Sl.

No. 3403). I

Special functions in the Royal Family (1838—1897 A. D.)

(1) A series of 2 volumes containing accounts ol certain functions in the
Royal Family (SI. No. 2147 - 2148).

(2) A collection containing files, cash hooks, accounts, ctc., relating rql
certain special functions in the Royal Family.
(SI. No. 3234—3250).

Endowments (1888 A.D.)

A collection of papers containing the accounts of the endowments ma(le.l
by His Highness who died in 1065 M.E.[1890 A.D. ‘
(Sl. No.

3404).
Medical Officers’ Books (1893—1896 A. D.)

Four volumes containing letters received by the Diwan of Cochin fromy
Medical Officer to the Government.
= (SI. No. 3734—3737). i

the

H. H. The Raja’s Tour (1897 A. D.)

One volume containing accounts of H. H. The Raja’s tour to Madrag,
Bombay, etc. !

(SI. No. 2152).

R_.oyal Tou;rs

Papers dealing with. Her Highness the Amma Raja’s tour to Bhavayj
in 1873.
(S1. No. 3401).
Royal Visits (1862—1890 A.D.) 3

Papers dealing with the visit of H.H. The Maharaja of Travancorce (g
ochin.
5 (Sl. No.

3402).
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Proverthy Tirattus (1781—1881 A. D.)

A series of 282 volumes containing “Tirattu” Accounts of all Proverthies
in the State.

(SI. No. 1173—1454).
. < (]
Kiadutal - Kurava Accounts (1900—1907 A. D.)

A series of files containing “Kadutal-Kuravu” Accounts (i.c. an estimate
of the increase or decrease of revenue duc to a scttlement or rencwal of grants
relating to the different Proverthies). =

(S, No. 3254—3370).

Miscellancous
One volume containing copies of subsidy receipts.
(S1. No. 3251).
One volume containing files regarding the T\ Sankunny Menon Memo-

rial  Fund’.
(8l. No. 3252).
One volunie containing list of ornaments, Silver vessels, etc., in the Huzur
Treasury. t
(SL No. 2150).
A volume containing list of persons who have furnished security to the
Sirkar. B '

(Sl. No. 3253),

Maps (Boundary Disputes)

(1) A series of maps dealing with boundary disputes between Cochin
and the Company.

(2) A series of maps dealing with the boundary disputes between Travan-
core and Cochin.

Maps (Miscellaneous)

A collection of miscellaneous maps of general intevest viy

S maps s e
schools in the State etc. ps showing

Plans (Irrigation)

A collection of plans relating to various Irrigation schemes such
(1) Malattura Anicut across Anamalai River,

(2) Subramonia Pattar’s Irrigation Werks,

(8) Kunnumkattupathi Irrvigation- Works,

..(4) Siva Rama Krishna Iyyar’s Tembaramataky e
Girrir. ' =

as?

ation Works,
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Plans (Railway)
Land Plan of Shoranur—Cochin Railway.

B A DNO IS S accinileihc s from 1692 onwards)

The Diwans of Cochin used to correspond with the British Residents, the

Maharaja and rarely with the Heads of Departments in the form of Demi

fidential nature. Office copies of such correspondences may not be availablg
in the Scerciariat files in many cases, as the replics theretoused to be kepp
filed in the personal custody of the Diwan himself. /
|

The collection consists of a series of demi-official correspondence beging
ning from the period of Diwan Subramonia Pillai (1892). '

$ |
Photostat Copies of records §

1. Photostat copy of the original treaty between the Rajas of Cochin &
Travancore (cadjan record) known as “Treaty of Mavelikara™ (1757A.D§

2. Photostat copy of the treaty concluded at Shertallai between Cochiy
& Travancore known as “Treaty ol Shertallai” (1765 A. D.) '

: 3. An album containing photostat copics of six letters written by Dro
Chempakaraman Pillai from Germany to his parents and relatives during
1923—1933 A. D. i

4. Photostat copies of records of Jewish interest.

Records of Jewish interest

A small collection of interesting records throwing light into the past
history of the Jewish Community in the Statc, such as: A
(1) A record relating to the advent of Jews to Kerala (Malayalam). e
(2) Copy of a record relating to the first advent of White Jews to Cloullili. 5
(3) Arccord relating to the advent of about 1000 White Jews to Kerala
(4) English and Malayalam versions uf_' the Copper Plate Titttiram '
oranted to the Head of the Jews by Céraman Perumal. ‘
S (5) Will of “‘Ezakail Rabbi’ dated 1800 A.D.(in Dutch with a Malayalany ‘
ven and the

6) A record relating to the Synagogues of Jews in  Cochin

farriages of Hindus (dated 13 December 1636) in Poriuguese with English
ﬁ;l‘mlatio“ procurcd from the Department of Archives, Goa. i
» ncords relating to Saraswatha Brahmins (Konkanis)
P e R L e vr S p— . :

'-._-dﬂ:i';]w record holdings in the Archives, Ernakulam consist ol an appre

~wood pnumber of records in various languages ﬂlld_sc.ripts such as 'Smnskn&

cially ﬁttiu, Kannada and Marathi which throw light into the past history
Vvatte: ' t.

|

|

1

b ]

Official letters on various matters that were considered to be of a strictly con, t
1

|

1

|
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the Konkani Community in Kerala. A few select items are mentioned
below. .
(1) A Grandham on Tirumala Dévasvam Affairs (1625-1767, A.D.)

(2) A Grandham containing Tittarams issued to the “Konkani Mahajan’
of Cochin (1750 A.D.).

(3) A copper-plate record in Nagari & Kannada Scripts.
(4) Petition of Tirumala Dévasvam Adhikéris to the Hon.
Company dated 7-12-966 M.E.

(5) Records relating to Tirumala Devasvam Affairs.
(6) Restoration of Idol, copy of rules  of 995 MLE. etc.

Dutch

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS
Copper-Plate Records (1625 to 1675 A. D.)

The collection of copper plate records consists of 16 items, the most
important of which is a treaty between the Raja of Cochin and the Dutch
BEast India Company dated 22nd March 1663 consisting of 5 plates in
Vatteluttu characters.

A true transliteration of this trealy has been published in the Travan-
core Archaeological Series Part IV by Gopinatha Rao.

English and Malayalam versions of the Documents are also available.

Relevant portions from a report submitted to the erstwhile Cochin
Government in the year 1939 by L. V. Ramaswamy Iyer, V. K. Bhaskara
Menon and V.K.R. Menon in another connecction which have a bearing on
the copper plate records preserved here are also reproduced below:

“A set of 6 copper plates 5.7" x 1.7" size contain intriguing matter.
Unfortunately, the set is not only mcomplete and discontinuous, but the
language is often deliberately confusing. It seems to dea Twith three topics
Viz.,

(1) Brief History of the Royal family from 956 to 980 M.E.;

(2) Details of tantric ceremonies performed at varvious times; and

(3) Detailed account of buried treasuries including 2 crowns.

It may be a coincidence that the two crowns given to the Cochin Raja
by the Portuguesc and the Dutch are now missing. It appears that the
treasures were buried on two occasions, once in the Court-yard and the
next time near the Palace tank. We may hazard to guess that the Palace
referred to is the Kanayannur Palace.”

% . e ™
3% 1 &g %

iz

The remaining items consist of:

(1) A Tiftaram granted to the Konkani Mahéajana at Cochin in the
year 1567 A. D.

21/1870/L.
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: (2) A Tittaram granted to Koratti Kaymal for capturing |:]cplla|14.
rom the forests ete. .

While two plates (one about Varaguna of the Lunar Race

which is believed to contain a message from the Uduppi Mutt)
all the remaining ones are cither in Vetteluttu or Kalelutiu.
(except in Sanskrit) have been deciphered and their Malavalam trang)y.
terations arc available. ; ¥

and the othgy
are in Sanskﬁ‘?

I_Szin}boo &,]:Lmt _%{ecords (1630—1690 A. D.)

Inscriptions on bamboo splints. These are indeed a |

\ ! _ ) very rare :uld‘;
unique type of records peculiar to Kerala. The collection mostly consist gf

specimens of certain private documentis such as lease deeds, morigage deedy
as detailed below: :

(i) A document exccutedin favour of the Naduvil Mutham,

> Trichul.:i |
for a loan of Rs. 400. '

(1) A document executed in lavour of Naduvil Mugham,
regarding the loan of paddy.

‘There are altogether 20 such records and their Mala
arc also available.

Trichuy

yalam renderingg

!
'
Wax Secals (5 numbers) : 1

One of the important [eatures of the collection of wax seals numbering:
five is the cxtra-ordinary size and design of a scal in Persian characters in oval
shape which is the replica of the original scal of “Lord William Cavendish
Bentinck, Governor General of India in 1828 A.D.” i
Seal of Major General Thomas Munro, Governor of Madras dated 1235
(Persian. Era);' Seal bearing the Coat of Arms of the erstwhile Cochin State
cte., are the remaining important ones. ’

v "

%
. Certain original communications from the Duich, the original chatmsj
with the Dutch, English etc. also bear attractive Wax Seals. !

.

PRINTED DOCGUMENTS AND IMPORTANT 3
PUBLICATIONS

Administration Reports (1866 A. D. Onwards)

¥ |

It cannot be clearly stated with any amount of accuracy as to the exact

year from which State Administration reports of Gochin began to be printed,

The earliest administration report available in printed form is that of the year I
1866 A.D. Typescript copics of the earlier years viz. 1856 onwards are seen

among the collection of Dumn”s English Diaries. (See under Paper Records

Bound volumes). These administration reports used to be rcvie:\-\'Ed by the;!

then Gpvcrqlncnl- of Madras. The collection of administration reports

cannot he said to be complete as there are several gaps here and there. 'i

R
}

]

L}

1

L
i

|
|

H

)
\

These recorgg |
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Departmental administration reports in respect of the following depart-
ments are preserved:
Accounts Department
Agriculture Department
Anchal Department
Ayurveda  Department
Civil Justice  Department
Co-operative Department
Co-operative Societies Department
Criminal Justice Department,
Devaswom  Department
Education Department
Food Supplies Department
Forest Department
Forest Steam Tramway Departiment
Jails  Department
Labour  Department
Land Revenue Department
Mechanical — Department
Medical, Vaccination & Sanitary Department
Military Department and the State Band Department
Police Department ;
Public Health and Panchayat Department
Public Works Department
Reforms & Election Department
Registration Department
Salt, Abkari & Customs Department
Sir Rama Varma Sanskrit Patasala
Stamps etc.  Department
State Museum & Zoological Garden
Town Councils (Various)
Water Pandals
Water Works Department

\

Cochin Government Gazettes (1867—1949 A.D.)

The Cochin Government Gazette' was printed for the first time in the
year 1867. It was then being published every fortnight and each issue con-
sisted of only 4 to 8 pages in the beginning. The first issuc is not however
available. All the subsequent issues from No. 2 onwards till the year 1949

when the State ceased to function as a  separate entity are kept in bound
volumes,
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LR R ONS | The Mahabharatha A Critical Edition
Almanacs (Cochin) 1870—1941 A.D. ' (Sanskrit) (1940 Edition).

A series of almanacs published by the Government of Cochin for \'.’:rinng!
years ranging from 1871 to 1941. i

Almanacs (Travancore) 1848 —1897 A.D.

- Chamber of Princes (19211933 AD)

|

| A series of the Proceedings of the Meetings of the Chamber of Princes
1 (Naréndra Mandal) from 1921-—1933 A.D.)

|

1

various years from 1848 A.D. tochin Harbour Papers (19321940 A.D.)

; : ; i
A series of almanacs published by the Government of Travancore ['“t.I
!

Cochin Legislative Council Proceedings (1925 A.D.) A series of printed documents on Cochin Harbour such as:

A series of Proceedings of the Cochin Legislative Council from 1925 Ay (1} Material Papers relating to the Development of the Clochin Harbour
A . Y ) AL ! (1918—1939).
Proceedings of the Indian Historical Records Commission (2) Cochin Harbour Development-History of Mud-banks (2 volumes).
A series of the Proceedings of the various Sessions of the Indian Historicgj (3) Correspondence relating to the development of the Cochin Harbour
Records Commission beginning from the 15th Session held at Poona in 1938 (3 Parts—1932). '
{incompletc); (4) Reportson the scheme of the Diwan of Cochin for the Administration
The Indian Archives (1947 onwards) of the Port of Cochin (1933).
A series of the journal ‘Indian Archives’ [rom Volume T onwards (jn. B Committee Reports
complete). i N T s .
Dlcte) : A series of reports by the various Committees constituted by the
Blue Books - Government of Cochin from time to time, such as: s
1. A Blue Book containing Deeds, Documents, ete. relating to Sarkar (1) Report of the Special Finance Committee (1920)
Dévasvam lands etc., (589—1070 M.E.) . (2) Report of the Finance Committee (1932).
2. A Blue Book containing important decisions of the Revenue Experts (3) Report of the Malabar Tenancy Committee (1927-28).
on matters connected with the Nilam Kanteluttu (Revenue Settlement) of (4) Report of the Education Survey Committee (1934).
998—1043 M.E. ‘ | (5) Report of the Agrarian Problem Enquiry Committee (1949).
3. A Blue Book containing deeds, documents etc. g | (6) Report on fishing stakes of Cochin (1908).

4. A Blue Book containing important papers relating to the Land (7) Report on the Economic Survey of various Villages (1936).
Revenue Scttlement of Cochin State (1078—1084 MLE.) (in 6 Volumes).
5. A Blue Book containing important State papers relating to  the Dagh Registers (Batavia Diary) 1661—1681 A.D. f

Administration of Dévasvams in the Cochin State (1912). | A serics of 17 volumes of Batavia Diaries termed as ‘Dagh Registers® in
‘Dutch Language. (Printed in 1889).

-

The Travancore Archeological Serics .

R_c_cord of A_glministrat_imlw(]ochin State (1_9_(_)1—_1 940 / A_.E.__)_

A complete set of the Travancore Archeological Series from Volume I
to Volume XIV.

Memoirs

! The Government of Cochin used to compile and publish for official
~ reference, ‘Records of Administration’ in respect of the period of adminis-

Memoirs of the survey of Travancore & Cochin by Ward & Conner *  tration covered by cach Diwan giving in detail every aspect of administrative
(1815'—*1 920 A.D.) ] reforms relating to the period. ;
. L v L . .
Rare Collections R ; mT]l'éeO;techmllsnstslof a series in VII Volumes, the first volume beginning
== g1 A : g : ) lEoss . Bach volume consists of several parts i i : o
The ‘Holy Bible’ in Arabic containing the Old & New Testaments considered to be a reference guide on all Mat P : n various cases. This is
1811 A.D.) g : ersrelaung to the administration

|

\
(P}‘iﬁth in i of the State till the year 1940, ;
|
|
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League of Nations (1926—1933)
A series of reports of the different Scssions. b

Guide to records

A guide to the India Office Records (1600 - 1858).
Ar:c_hi_val Publications
(1) Extracts from authors relating to the Dutch & Portuguese period
in Clochin,

(2) A collection of correspondence

|
|
relating to the British Detachment |
in Cochin (1850 - 1900). {
(3) Cochin State Grandhavari (Published in 1916) 1

1

|

This has been republished recently as “Kerala Archives Departs

Publication No. 17.
(4)  Cochin Raja’s letters to Batavia
(Edited by late Shri V. K, R. Menon).

ment

leionea ARt encegBook “Rarc s
The Dutch in Malabar (Galletti). _
(See also page under ‘Private Records’) '.
PRIVATE RECORDS

]

Records of the Abdicated Maharaja of Gochin (1895—1914) !

H.H. Sir Rama Vurmah,; G.C.S.1.,

Abdicated Raja was the Ruler of the erstw
The administration of the St
In the year ;
This caused great sensation not only in the small St

The voluntary relinquishment 0 3 L
h ; ochin and there were speculations ass

1895 to 1914,
reformed and reorganised.

out India. ]
was a unique event in the history of G

to the causes which culminated in abdication.

very much misconceived and misinterpre

records originally possessed by the Raja
cvent and which was a hidden treasure for the

to the possession of his son late Shri
Travancore-Cochin State) by

. . Menon (Trippunithura) donatc - :
Mrs. I Nyl (Eripp ) Archives [or preservation which now

em among the private collection. &\

ery valuable records to the State

‘hese very val : i3
o he significant and voluminous it

form 1
[‘e\v 1111

in his own hand.

7

inheritance.

portant items among the collection ar
|. Autobiographical Notes of Raja

Diaries of the Maharaja (1897 to 1914- A.D)

G.C.1.E., popularly known as the:
hile princely State of Cochin from {
ate during his reign was thoroughly =
1914 he abdicated the throne.
ate of Clochin but through= l
f the ‘Musnad’ ky a native Raja..‘_i
|

The Raja’s abdication was~
ted. The vast collection of personals
which throw much light on the®
Rescarchers all the while cames
1. N. Menon (formerly D. P I :
It was in the year 1971_ thag |
d almost all the entire collection aft

e highlighted below:

Sir Rama Vurmah, written

Lary
abouy

The

I_J'nc _Stalc from
Clation with Vely

Col.

1808

L h(_‘, }’Cm‘
of reco,

the Qoch; B
= Uochin and British G : R s 2
dets oy € sh Governments as well as the var

vario

are s

Paliyatt Raman Gévindan Valiya Accan

Anujan  Achan (Ar ist t
Archae S ; PRHIEAL i
( acologist to the Government of Cochin).
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o i
9. Correspondence

I) slweer Ih(' [ < ll all [} L
| i CcCIl - { 1]el d 1¢
G()\ Crnors:;

Viceroys, ete. (1895-1914).

4, Correspondence between the R
(1906-1914)

3. ‘Strictly

British  Residents;

aja and the Successive  Diwans
confidential’ Personal representations.

4 p ) - Eo ) o ot !
0. Rules for the conduct  of “Smarta Vicara™,

/- lenancy legislation (Two parts).

8.  Kaimukku Vaidikan ‘Sarvasvadanam’
¢ ) O

9. Papers relating to abdication.

10.

Rajarshi of Cochin’-Typescript copy of a Memoir
the son of the abdicated Mabharaja, late Shri .
((_)xnn), (Formerly D.P.1., T.C. SL:II.C] being

of the Ruler Lighlighting the circumstances
cation.

written by

L. N. Menon, M.A.
a detailed biography
that led to the abdi-

PALIYAM FAMILY RECORDS

PSv: s e R - a .
aliyatt Accans (Senior members of the Paliyam F

Svime  Minie . AL amily) were the heredi-
[l I':lllé, 1:111111511‘:1‘:-:5 and Commanders-in-chief of the R?:j}':-; ol C'oc]|;:l1l](‘]-[;
Ak CIl Ln‘y l'iUl‘ tO : 2 ‘I : E _ 2 e el ek g Il or
Gt P the appointment of the Diwan in the Statc.

ave thus played prominent roles in

> ; shaping the
time to time, pmg the destiny of

- itiee 2= .

T The actvities of Paliyat Accan in close asso-

v mpi, the Dalava of Travancore in the revolt aoa;
acaulay are well-known. Wt against

‘ 1 who held office fror 8
was one ol the ablest of the Prime Ministers of C‘t;::hilr?UG Im
! .+ In

1809 hﬁ‘ was I‘l /i B [4
Loy Q\"\' CcVer £l Cl(:'.[)fn‘l_'('!d LO ?\'Icldl‘as I'I 1
. -, < s k ) . Cre 15 a ¢ cc 101
(lS (.Ol‘lSlSllng Df Cor rCS‘pOIl(lCnCC ‘Il(ll Pa.‘:'rsf_'d bﬂt‘.\:’cf‘n lhc '\{'.?:lal. L[nl;
& 11 and

AD.

1ous Company Clon
These records thros R
n I S row | :
I'hey were classified (in 1924) by the 1:11%2181?3

Fﬂllowing

jld other local chieftains in Coochin.
Us matters of interest.
ome of the s i i {

me of the select itemns in the collection,

Last words of advice to the Paliyam Family by the Vali
£ J LIy el

1050 MLE./1875 A.D. Accan

200A o s 5 ; o
py of the petition of Palivatt Valiva Ac . S

went . 1816 PAJ;r'm of Paliyatt Valiya Accan o the British Govern-

SUEA Hatiy Ry
peation from Paliyatt Accan (staying i
; < staymg m Madras) to the ,

‘\10?'5}?“‘3"'7"1‘“1 Council, Fort St. Gf-'m'gf for r;{?ll.lf}“tu 1.11::, GO\-clrm-

. Minister of Cochin. Istatement as Prime

A letter (undated) from Ve T :
b é élu Tan
Mumating  that the Dalava being busy 1\1:1

i Dalava’s Karyasthan
Within a fortnight and meet him.

ill write (o Accan direct
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3

5. A letter dated 28-6-984 M.E. from Accan to Col. Macaulay inti.

mating that he had renounced his alliance with Travancore Diwan,

2 2 - - 5 aplre CQ -
and would abide by the Company’s direction. Also bi.lf,k.s assurance
regarding the safety of the Raja, kingdom and himsell.

6. Dutch version of a document from Dutch Admiral Rijklol Van Goeng

i alli arantec agains - infringement g
assuring the Palliyatt Accan gnarantec against the g i

privileges granted- by the Rajas of Cochin.  (5th April 1666 A.D.)

PRIVATE RECORDS (DONATED BY
Mzs. V. K. R. MENON)

4

Late Shri V. K. R. Menon, (Sarw’ldhikryakkﬁr to H. H. The Maharajg

of Cochin, sometime member of the Indian Hisll(:j.l;izl'ltil-{ﬁ{i?l'(lﬂ Clommission)
was a research scholar and historian. It was at th itia

¢ of Shri Menaoy

that the Government of Clochin brought out two Blll')hcz;tlon's u}‘dtl:;a{gcqﬁ;cﬁl[mJ -
“Records in Oriental Languagcs._(_’!ochm §1atc v an the gl(‘“' h-lcllOI‘l:S c:.:l&-
request of the Indian Historical Records Commission. i L

lection of reference books and other matc

rials of archival interest have beey

donated to the State Archives by Muis. Menon. Iollowing items deseryg

mention: |
‘Portugese in  India (Danvers) 1894. _ s
The Rise of Portuguese Power in India (R. S. \Nhltcwny.l) 1899,
Early History of Travancore (P. Shangoonny Menon)

(Certain pages in this book as missing at the beginning and at the end!
" i

Judaism  (Ephrain  Levins) G
An Account of Chempakassery Raja (NIanulscrlxlnj
History of Travancore Christians (Manuscript).

i
A descriptive catalogue of Malayalam Manuscripts 11 H. H. Thg

Maharaja’s Palace Library, Trivandrum (Vol. 1)\-
Trippunithura Devaswam Grandhavari (Malayalam)
(Copied by Maharaja Sri Rama Varma)

- I3 . ey Y 1 o H ) B 3 1 4
Instructions for  carrying out the temple aflairs ol Cochin Tirumaly

Devar (1876) Malayalam.

I st
2. Lists
3. Lists
4. Lists
o., Thists
6. Lists
7. ‘Liists
3. Lists
9. Lists
10. Lists
11. Lists
12. Lists
13. Lists
14. Lists
15. Lists
16. [Lists

211870/1
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DETAILS OFF LISTS/INDICES AVAILABLE

of Bound Volumes (Numerical list).
of Series files.

of Cadjan Curunas.

of Cadjan Grandhas.

of Cadjan Bundles.

of letters received by the Diwan from various persons.
of Deeds & Agreements.

of Survey & Settlement Records.

of Boundary disputes files/maps.

of Special files.

of Books & Publications.

of Records acquired from Mrs. V. K. R. Menon.,

of Records acquired from Mrs. 1. N. Menon.

of Records acquired from Palaiyam.

of Records acquired from Sarvadhikaryakkar’s Office.
of Records acquired from other Public Offices.
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PAPER RECORDS

Board’s Proceedings (1840—1880)

Prior to_the introduction ol disposal system in the N . :
Office in the year 1880 A. D. papers relating to transaction of bu§1nc55 i (o
communications received and replies issued thereto were Prcscrvcd in bundles
in chronological order department-wise. Proceedings of the Madras Boar_'d
of Revenue pertaining to the years 1840-1880 are also prct‘s{:r\-':.:d llllk_.‘cwlsu mn
bundles. This collection is called the “Board’s Proceedings”. These re-
cords mostly relate to the Land Revenue Settlement and Gencral admini-
stration of the erstwhile Malabar District.

Malabar Collector’s

R. Dis. Files of the District Collector, Malabar (1880—1956)

R. Disposals of the Malabar Collector’s Office for the period rom 1880
to 1956 form the bulk of record holdings in the Regional Archives, Kozhikode.
This collection consists of files disposed of in the diflerent sections of the Col-
lcetorate such as Public, Revenue, Accounts and Magisterial, and they con-
tain valuable information on various matters such as land acquisition, allot-
ment ol land, issue of title deeds, decisions on escheat cases, Malikhans (Poli-
tical pension), construction of roads, canals and tanks, social development
activitics, etc. (Files pertaining to the jurisdiction of the Cannanore and
Palghat Districts were transferred to the respective Collectors prior to the
formation of the Kozhikode Archives and they are now under the control
ol" the concerned Collectors).

J.'__ J_)_l_s Files of the Malabar Collector

This is mainly a collection consisting of almost all the important orders
of the Government of Madras from time to time covering the period from
1918 to 1954 A. D. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, Madras as well as
Proceedings of the Conservator of Foresis also form part of this collection.

R and D Disposals of the Deputy Director of Panchayats (1905—1961)

A series of R and D disposals of the Deputy Director of Panchayats trans-
terred to the Archives recently. They depict the various aspects of admini-
stration of the Panchayat Department in the Malabar area.

D. Dis. Files of the Civil Supplies Departinent (1947—1956)

This is a series of files giving an account of the procurement and distri-
bution of paddy and other food grains in the Malabar District, as well as
the administration of the Civil Supplies Department, introduction of ration-
Ing and opening ol P. C. C. Societies. The collection consists of the followine
tems:— . 34

D. Dis. files of the.Grain Purchase Department 1944-1945.

D. Dis. files of District Supply Officer, South Malabar 1946-1954.

D. Dis. files of District Supply Officer, North Malabar 1944-1955.
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F. Dis. Files relating to Kozhikode-Clannanore Railway Extension (1892-1902)

This is a collection of records dealing with the acquisition of lands for
the Railway and the award of compensation connected with the Kozhikode-
Cannanore Railway Extension,

SURVEY AND SETTLEMENT RECORDS

Paimash Accounts :

It was Hyder Ali of Mysore who introduced the Land Revenue System
for the first time in Malabar and that was in 1776 A. D. The data rela-
ting to these accounts were originally prepared in Marathi. The Paimash
accounts were subjected to periodical review during the British period. It
was in 1000 M. E./1825 A. D. that the Paimash accounts werc originally
settled. The first settlement was finalised in 1905. This was followed by
a resettlement in 1935, during which time the original paimash accounts were
destroyed. A few bundles of these original paimash accounts (in i\flarzl:!;!u)
as well as certain  unattested copies of the paimash accounts ol l}u:
years 980 and 1000 M. E. pertaining to the various taluks in the erstwhile
Malabar District however survived destruction and 1I_1cy now [1m-m part of
the record holdings of the Regional Archives, Ko'/.h_tkod(_:. 1 |It:: Registers
of Paimash accounts relating to a particular Amsam (Village) contain dntallcd‘
information on various points such as name ol th.c property, lOLu‘l m:_ml)cr ol
trees, (in the case of garden-lands) number of yielding trces , rate of tax nnpo.‘;ccl‘
for different kinds of yielding trees, total amount of tax a_f:scsscd, name of
the Jenmi (registercd owner), name of the occupant, etc., in respect of every
property comprised in that amsam. As such they provide \:alunble ‘nmlcrm!s
for the Research Scholars who are engaged in the study of the social condi-
tions that prevailed in Malabar in the earlier days.

Settlement Records and Registers

The first Revenue Settlement of all the taluks in Malabar District was
finalised during 1905. The original settlement rccprdr‘t seem Lo have been
destroyed by the creating agency consequent on the I'mahsz_ltmn of the resettle-
ment of Malabar in 1935. Settlement Registers® relating to all r_aluks of
Malabar including Cochin are however available. 1t was during tl'}:s _scttlc
ment that the tax on land was assessed on the basis o!' the nature of 50{1 and
extent on the property instead of on the ;lgricullurzﬂ vield as was cone in the
case of Paimash Accounts. -

Rescttlement Records and Registers

The Revenue Resettlement in respect of all Lulu_lw of _l]lu r;_\‘-lalul_m:lr Dist-
rict including Clochin was finalised in the year 1935 A. D. “,m%c me pre-
served in separate bundles on Désam-war basis. Rc-scttlcmcz;t L_e-gzstc;-s in
respect of Kurumbranad and Walluvanad Taluks have not however been
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p,-imcd. l‘}ul_llwir manuscripts are available. So also is the case of the
rcgistcrs.l:ulalmg to the Town area of the Kozhikode Taluk. Consequent
on the trifurcation of Malabar, the registers relating to Palghat and Cannanore
Districts were transferred to the Collectors concerned. Registers relating to
the Kozhikode District and a few spare copies of the registers transferred to
the other Districts, constitute this collection.

Inam Registers

These registers compiled by J. W. Robinson, Inam Commissioner during
1885-86 contain data relating to the allotment of land on “Inam” basis for
the maintenance of places of public worship such as Temples, Mosques,
Satrams, ete.  Particulars such as the nature and extent of the property
allotted, by whom the “Inam’ was originally granted, the purpose for which
it was granted, etc., are recorded in detail. Entries in column Nos. 11 and
12 in these registers are authentic evidences of the fact that Tipu Sultan
was highly magnanimous in granting tax-free Jands for the maintenance and
upkeep of various Hindu Temples in the different taluks of the Malabar
District. 'The very wvaluable information contained in these documents
can be largely made use of by those who undertake research on Tipu’s
regime. There are altogether 8 such registers of the undermentioned taluks

1. Calicut
Eranag
Kurumbranad
Chowghat
Wynaad
Valluvanad
Vettattunad
Cochin (This has since been transferred to the Regional Archives,

Ernakulam). g

RN Sk

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, Madras (1862—1940)

They constitute a different series of the Proceedings of the Board of
Revenue, Madras for the period 1862-1940 issued from the following branches:

Land Revenue
Revenue Settlement and Miscellaneous
Separate Revenue

These records give an account of the various decisions of the Board of Revenue
on the Revenue administration and settlement of the whole of the Madras
Presidency.

GAZETTES
Fort St. George Gazette

The first issue of the Fort St. George Gazette was brought out in the vear
%832 A. D. The collection consists of all issues of the gazgtte for the peﬁiod
from 1832,t0 1956. They are kept in bound volumes,
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Gazette of India

A collection of Bound Volumes of the Gazette of India for the period
1864-1923.

Malabar District Gazette

A series of Bound Volumes of Malabar District Gazette for the period
1858 to 1956.
Survey Maps

The collection contains Survey Maps, Re-survey Maps, Blue print copies
of Block Maps etc., ol all the villages in the former Malabar District, except
re-survey maps relating to the villages within the jurisdiction of Palghat and
the present Malappuram Districts which have been transferred to the Collectors
concerned. Taluk Maps relating to Calicut, Kattayam, Eranad and
Valluvanag Taluks and Survey of India Maps relating to Malabar area form
additions to the collection.

Judicial Records (1886—1940)

A collection of judgements and Deccrees of the Sessions Clourts ol both
North and South Malabar for the period 1886-1940 and that of the High

Ciourt for the period 1912-1933 in Government cases (mostly relating to Land
Revenue Department).

Records relating to the Dutch Period

A collection consisting of 89 original letters written in old Malayalam,
sorted out from the “collection of Dutch Records in Cochin”. These are
letters mostly written during the period 1782-1791 while Kartika Tirunal
Rama Varma Maharaja was the Ruler of Travancore. All the letiers except
two, are written by Valiya MéleJuttu Kapakku Piractidum Perumal] Matgvan.
The other two letters are from Dewan Kesava Pillai under orders of the
Maharaja. Mostly these communications deal with matters relating to the
activities of Tipu Sultan and the movements of his army in Malabar and

Clochin.

Cladjan Records

A collection of 15 Grandhas in old Malayalam and Kannada. OF these,
one grandha (in two volumes) written in Malayalam is conspicuous in itself
s it contains the original report of the boundary Commission appointed by
the Madras Government to enquire into the boundary disputes between
ihe Cochin State and British Malabar. The report bears the autographs
of M/s Warren and Nanchappayya who were the members of the Clommission
Madras and Cochin Governments respectively.  The Commission
started work on 18-2-991 M. E. (1816 A. D.)

The contents of five grandhas written in Kannada stll remain to be made
etting them deciphered. Raméayapam’Bala-

t. Steps are underway for g c
]L:e'lilndam, Ii\lahabhératam,l Hymns of Lord Siva and Krspa etc., are the
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o 2 both in
themes covered by the remaining 8 grandhas which are written bot
Malavalam and Kannada scripts.
Private Records
S A drs b . aper
An appreciable collection of records consisting of hoth cadjan and p.—ﬂ"1 J
acquisitioned from the Beebi¥l Arakkal Palace, Cannanore. Wi“"_l""'k! l;:‘i“i
over the region in the past. The cadjan records among them consist ol 'IEEI
Kaveeits, Kadapagu-cits, Nikuti-cits, etc., executed between the Ara i::‘s
Beebi and her tenants. The paper records in Malayalam are mostly l'l}lfk-ﬂ
of correspondence that passed between the Malabar Collector and ""\"‘d.'_ﬂ
Beebi on various matters connected with the administration of Laccd 1:‘1
[slands, and the arrears, remittance, remission ete., of Pcislwush(ll"bu.""'
T . = i H 3
['hese records pertain (o the years 1846 to 1856 and possess great historica
importance and as such these form a very valuable addition to the repository-
Publications
A vast collection of publications consisting of very valuable and rare
items of reference Books. These publications numberine 3675 are classifie
-y . =}
“under diflerent heads as given below :
J& sActs
2. Administration Reports
3. Agricultural Publications
4. Census Reports
5. Clodes
6. Publications on Fisheries
7. Publications on Forestry
4. Gazetieers
9. Historical Publications
10. Law DBooks
11. Manuals
12.  Regulations
13, Rules & Standing Orders
14. Reporis
15. Miscellaneous Publications
A briel’ description of each category is given helow :
(i) Acts
(a)  Government of India Acts for the years 1834-1953
(h:] l\‘j;ldl‘as Gr)D\fcrlllﬂel‘IT .’“\CTS ]83‘1--]“)5? (presclvved in bhound
volumes). 221 bound volumes constitute the bulk and they
contain almost all the acts passed by the Government of India
and Madras during the period.

£ I(T;)I‘)lg-‘f:_}?j?ms passed by the Travancore-Cochin Governmeng
91/1870/L.
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(it) -Administration Reports

A collection of Administration Reports of the various departments of the
Madras Presidency for the period 1786-1956. A Department-wise list of
various administration reports are given below:

1. Report on the Administration of the Abkari Revenue

in the Madras Presidency 1874-1941
2. Annual Report of the Agricultural Department in the
Madras Presidency 1877-1941

3. Revenue Settlement and Agriculture, Madras Season and

crop report of the Madras Presidency 1904-1953

4. Annual Report of the Archacological Survey of Macdras 1902-1920
5. Reports on the Administration of Civil and Criminal

Justice in the Madras Presidency 1879-1917
6. Annual Reports of the Civil Dispensaries 1853-1890
7. Annual Reports of the Vetermary Department 1911-1941
8. Reports of the Administration of Cochin 1865-1891
9. Reports on the Administration of the Estates under the

Court of Wards in the Madras Presidency 1889-1945

10. Reports on the Public Tnstruction in the Madras
Presidency 1854-1951

11. Administration Reports of Forest Department in the
Madras Presidency

12. Administration Reports of Jails Department in the
Madras Presidency

13. Administration Reports of Lunatic Asylums in the
Madras Presidency

14. Report of the Administration of Madras Presidency

15, Report of the Administration of Police Department in
the Madras Presidency

16. Report of the Administration of P.W.Department in the
Madras Presidency ' :

17. Report of the Administration of Registration Department
in the Madras Presidency ,

18. General Report of the Board of Revenue to the Hon’ble.

Governor in Council sent home to the Court ol _
Directors 1786-1832

19. Reports of the Settlement of the Land Revenue of the
Provinces under the Madras Presidency

1864-1939
1873-1932

1873-1915
1860-1953

1866-1949
1862-1951

1867-1909

1852-1927

(iii) Agricultural Publications

A series of 130 books, which includes:
1. Agricultural Journal of India for the period 1906-1930
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Indian farming issued by the Imperial Council of Agricultural
Rescarch for the period 1941-1945
3. Agricultural Statistics of India for the period 1884-1924, etc., on the
subject.
(iv), CensusRRepOs &

A collection of reports on Census of India for the period from 1881 to

1951 including provincial tables and Taluk and Village statistics.

(v) Codes

A collection of Departmental Codes of the Madras Government 1.;u|)li511|‘3d

during the period 1940 to 1951.

(vi) IMisheries
A collection of certain rave publications on Fisheries such as:
Ik Iisheries of India (in two volumes) by Francis Daw (1876)
2 Fresh water fishes and fisheries—India and B j i
T ; : a: urmah by Trancis
DH:.-’ (1878). ah by ranci

3. Fisheries in Japan by Nicholson (1907, .
oL The preservation and curing of fish by Nicholson (1908)
o Indian fresh water fshes by Francis Day, cte. .

(vit), PublatonsROBR LD S
A rare colleetion consisting of:
].  Forest Administrationin the Madras Presidenc
D. Brandis - F.R.S.C.LE.(1883).
2. The uscful plants of India with notices of their chief value in
Commerce, Medicine and the Arts by Col Beber Drury ete

y - suggestion by

(viii) Gazetteers

L The Imperial Gazetteer of India for the period 1891-1908.

2 Thornton’s Gazetteer (A gazetteer of countries adjacent to India)
in two volumes published in the year 1844,
3 Guzetteers relating to the  various districts in the Madras

Presidency (published during 1904-1935)

(=)< Bodks o HIBIOR;

Important items in this collection are:
1. History of the British Empire in India (in five volumes
Tdward Thornton published during 1&‘1‘1-1{;;5.\ ppIc) by
2, Charters relating to Fast India Company 1600-1761 b I
Shaw, published (in 1887, Y yA Jonn

3. History of the Madras Army (in five volumes) by Lt Col. W
Wilson published during 1882-1889 etc, b R

R
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(x) Law Books
This is a collection of books which consists of the following:
1. A Digest of Indian Law cases - By Rose, Woodman and
Webb Johnson for the period 1894 to 1922 (51 volunes).
2 The Law relating to India and East India  Company by
M/s W.H.Allen & Co., London published during 1842.

3. Patna Law Journal (4 volumes) published during 1916-1919.
4. Indian Appeals beard and determined by  Privy  Council

(in 14 volumes) by Moors Esq., published during 1836-1872.

(xi) Manuals
A collection containing all departmental manuals such as:
Land Revenue Manual
Treasury Manual
Port Manual
Police Manual
Salt Manual
Rationing Manual
Petroleum Manual
Chain Swrvey Manual
Registration Manual
Stationery Manual etce.
(xii) State Manuals/District Manuals

Significant items worthy of special mention

1. *MALABAR” (By Logan) Vol.IIl

2. Madras Manual of Administration 1885-1893 (in 3 vols.)

The Travancore State Manual by Nagam Atya(1908)

The Travancore State Manual by T. K. Velu Pillai (1947
The District Manuals of the Madras Presidency (1869-1893).

I

(xiii) Regulations (1830—1639)

1. Regulations of the Fort St. George 1847
2. Bombay Government Regulations 1830
3. Cochin  Regulations 1010-1077 M.E.

4. Regulations and Proclamations of Travancore (1010-1112 M. E.)

5. Madras Estate Administration Regulations 1902-1909 etc.

63

(xiv) Rules :K'__.‘_J'l_undiug Orders  (1859—1960)
(a) Standing Orders of the District  Collectors in  the Madras
Presidency
(b) Madras Revenue Boards Standing Orders
(c) Revenue Rules and Standing  Orders of the Governments of
[ravancore -Cochin: Kerala, cte., constitute this collection.
(xv) Reports (1836-—1960)
“Reports” on various. matters of administrative and historical
interest such as:
Report on Land Revenue Administration
Report on Land Revenue System
Report on Land Tenures and* Tenancy of the Madras Presidency
Report of Mappila Rebellion 1921-1922 jyy Tottenham
Mappila Conspiracy-Judicial Reports 1894-1896 and  1879-1856
Mappila Outrages at Kolatur (1873 ]
Mappila Outbreak in Malabar 1915
I\-Imu‘!cs of fozvcrnqr "(;rl:]'.tl."l"?l]. Sir John = Shore Bart on the report
of the Joint Commissioner of Malaba; (1792-93)
Journey of Francis Bukhanan (1870, ° 3

(xvi) Miscellaneous Publications (18251973
1. Annals of Rural Bengal—By W.W. Hunter 1868
9. Bengal and Assam—Reconstitution of the Provinces 1906
5. Birds of India—A natural history of all the birds known OB

continental India by T.C. Jerdon---1363
4. Resources' of British India—By George Watr--1894

5. Journalof Indian Arts (21 books)—Illustrated | HER o YT r
Street, London 1886-1914 by S. Grigg, Haniver
Cardamom cultivation in Coorg By Edgarladlow-1871
7. Carpct making—Monograph on® carpet makine in the
by Kunwar Jagadish Prasad 1. C. §, 1997 ° geiloke
Carpet Weaving Industry of S r 4 ' i :
19%8 g \ outhern India——By Hens y 'T. Harris—
9. 'T'he Church in Madras being the History of the Ecclesiastical S

Missionery action of the Fast India Company i TR0
d Vi é ny in the Presidency
of Madras in the 17th and 18th Century Lo R Roair el
L. L. M. 1904 Yy alteti Renny
10.  Vienna Universal Exhibition 1873—a classified and descring
catalogue of the Indian Department by J. Foi.hc;;.at:;:n I\{iblj:]ﬁt T;‘
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11. Paris Universal Exhibition of 1878—Hand book to the British
India Section—By George C. M. Birdwood CSIMD (Fdin).

12. Handbook to the cotton cultivation
by J. Talboys Wheeler-—1862.

in the Madras Presidency

13. Mammals of India—A natural history of all the animals known to
inhabit continental India by T. C. Jerdon 1867

14.  Museums-Indian Museums Notes, Madras Museums Bulletins—
Anthropological series etc.—There arc 41 books on the subject

published during 1885--1907

Reference Media, Guidégs, Indices ete.

Except printed Index to the R. Disposals there were no comprchensive
reference aids or guides to the record holdings at the time of their transfer
to the State Archives from the Collectorate. With a view to compiling de-
tailed guides and a consolidated Index to the entire record holdings, descrip-
tive lists of records are under preparation. It is expected that the work wil
be completed very soon.

In respect of the following items listing has been completed.

1. I Dis. files of the Malabar Collector (1918—1951) i
2. R and D Disposals of the Deputy Director of Panchayats (1947—
1956)

3. D. Dis. files of the Grain Purchase Department (1944-1943)
4. D. Dis. files of the District Supply Officer, South Malabar (196~
195:4)
5. D. Dis, files of
(1944—1955)
6. Paimash Accounts relating to Kozhikode and Eranad Taluks
only (978-1000 M.I.)
Settlement Registers relating to the various Degams in Malabar
District (1905)
8. Re-settlement rcecords and registers relating to various Désaims in
the Malabar District. (1930-1935)
9. Old Survey and Re-survey maps relating to various villages in
the Malabar District.
10.  Chronological list of Fort St. George Gazettes (1832.—1956)
11.  Chronological list of Gazette of India (1864—1923)
12.  Chronological list of Malabar District Gazettes - (1858-—1956)

the District Supply Officer, North Malabar

e |

There is an up-to-date catalogue of all the available publications and
reference  books.

e

Ll : i
This means, if 8926 is added to the
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MALAYALAM (](()I,I..'\M) ERA AND PUTUVAIPPU ERA

[Nete.—A maijor porti .
ol =, or portion ol the records e e 2 e “od are
dated in Malayalam ].lm M. L the records per taining .to the carlier period 'l !
in Putuvaippu ok (I" [ \(& \.| ) Eriiun- are also a few records which are datec
T - ¢ b . . .
- LN G < La A briel description of thees [lrac wideh are pecular
to Kerala is given below] ption of these Lras which are pec

Malayalam Era (M.L.)

The following is a popular veyse in Malavalam:
Ao P Ra Tl 1 Fot} DI@E & OO R
@151 100 dheNaimdoun
D)oY om., BBy
laloru ' mo ey ®e e 'o’mgff'tﬂﬂ@gc‘r‘m 5

= ! number that de ey falavalam
Era we get the corresponding year of the Ka;}i\ﬂ:;:m' a year of Malayals

Similarly, by adding 825 (actually 894.95 5 2
corresponding year of Christian Era, i 25) to the M.E. we get the

Putuvaippu Era

“Putuvaippu’”  means the new deposit,  The . AL ;
which the l’ir:{ takes its name, lies |JE:1WL'£:1 ll]LI'C 1)1:11:-1[;\\-' blh?d U}l \I -?.‘P.m-' 3 ?lm
Arabian Sea on the west and the Cranganore Elnc? ?‘I‘,“]”‘l 1L‘.I- l“t 5 .l‘{i
north and south. The island has been formed B e d;_:m 1‘|_11 ,F.Erlh l;‘lf‘l ll}.L';
down by the river that discharges its waters into the IJach\i:i]tlc < 'b]c{i ti\?:le.gm
The date of its appearance or more probably of the peq I‘i TS ‘111‘1” laée
as mentioned in the old Cochin deeds, which are aftoln c]l? ttlgl i ]]f' 1lJJ tu-
vaippu Era corresponds, with the year 1341 A.D, (516 M 1?:1:.Lt LY

(Source: Tntroduction to a “Translation of R

: ecord
State Archives)

Granthavari in the



Royal Families
Perumpadappu Svariipam:
Trppappal Svariipam:
Nediyiruppu Svarapam:

Adalam Avakkettu

Anamatt Accounts:
Alphanthy Customs.

Ciurunas
Chowkey
Clannattam

Cannatiam revenuec

Cerilkal
Tduvaippu

Eradavu
Grantham

Granthavari
Huzir Kaccéri
Hukumnamah

Jamabandy .

Jamabandy Branch
Jamalkkar
Janmikkaram Kovilakam

Koleluttu

Kantelutiu '
Khajana 1

6o
GLOSSARY
The Cochin Royal Family.

The Travancore Royal Family.

The Zamorin.

GENERAL

Total income—an account showing the toial
revenue due from a proverthy.
Unappropriated items of account.

The name by which the sea customs station,
at Cochin was known in ancient days.

Serolls of palm-leal manuscripts
Guard home on the [rontier

A convoy; guide; a grant of land
guides

A fee levied in ancient times by the State for
providing individual protection to the person
and property of the subjects

Government land exempt from assessment

A 1'épt)sitnry of all valuables including records
clonging to the Sirkar

to such

b
A classified account of the different items
of income and expenditure

A collection . of palm-leal’ anuscripts
pmscrvcd within wooden flaps

Chronicle

Secretariat

A Royal Proclamation

Settlement of the assessment; written demand
for tax

Revenue Branch

»
- '-T'ax- payer

Palace;;

Derived [rom ‘Kole’, an elongated stick-like
material and elutiu (writing)

Survey and Settlement

Treasury

Kiadutal-Kurava

Kittivaravu
Kaiceigs
Maramatt
Narurajyam
Malavaka
Nityaceilavu

Nittu
Nitlvali
Oluku

Proverthy
Piatrakkalavara
Parigocdhakan
Pativu

Pativu
Policce]uttu
Pandikasala
Paimash
Paljetter
Patinettaraydlam
Rayasam

Rahadari

Sanad

Sirastadar
Samprati
Sarvadhikaryakkar
Tirattu
Tiruvantali

Tretalicartiu

21/1870/L.

An estimate of the enhancement or decrease
of revenue due to a new settlement or
renewal of grants

Receipt in cash

Written undertakings

Public Works

Foreign country

Forest

An office to manage the routine expenses of
the Raja

Royal decree
Daily account

of land fixed

:\.n account of the Boundaries
alter survey

A revenue subdivision

A store house of Sirkar utensils
Inspector

Routine; Sertlement; Custom
An account of fixed items of expenditure
Renewal of lease

Ware-house

Settlement

Piliyatt Accan (Dutch usage)

18 half villages )

Seecretaryship in native Government
glglifECtiozl of duties on roads; Pass :
lying that duties are paid Rl
A grant

Head Officer

Public Accountant

Chiel Officer in the Palace

Abstract of account

A ceremony on 1l :

1e 12th day afier
: \ v after
ol a Ruler foeideath
;} ﬁctll{01}s marriage ceremony on the
sion ol female members of the royal S
coming of age o



Tir uvul[am
V&l’iyﬁlas

Vivarappé,-u

Vilaflﬁi[jpéru

Vatteluitu
Vﬂ-liyaéékharippu
Vicarippukiran
Yadast

68

King’s pleasure

Memoranda

Pattadar list: individual-war Istmemcm_ai
the revenue dues prepared for collection
purpose, A revenuc account showing the
total amount of revenue due in a particular

proverthy

An account prepared, after periodical check-
ing of the individual-war list

Round letters

The Raja's private treasury

Manager

Memorandum
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Abstract

RuLes—STATE ARCHIVES DEPARTMENT—AGCESS TO REPOSITORIES—
Drarr RuLis—AFPPROVED

'EDUCATION (K) DEPARTMENT |
G.0O. (Rt.) No. 597/71/Edn. Dated, Trivandrum, 16th April 1971,

\

Read :—Letter No, 281/SA/70/Pub. dated 29-1-1971 from the Director of
Archives.
ORDER

Government are pleased to approve the following rules regulating access
of Research Scholars to the Repositories (Archives) under the State Archives
Department., ¢

1. The records preserved in the Regional Repositories (Archives) in
Trivandrum, Ernakulam and Calicut arc open for consultation between
10.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. on all working days.

2. Records are generally open for consultation only to bona fide research
scholars. The following are accepted as bora fide research scholars:—

(i) Ordinary and corresponding members of the Indian Historical
Records Commission, '

(ii) Vice-Chancellors, Pro Vice-Chancellors, i Professors and Readers
of a recognised University in India.

(iii) Post-graduate research workers of a recognised University in
India, who produce a certificate from the Vice-Chancellor or the concerned
Professor of the University, or the Principal of a Post-graduate College, or
any cvidence that the Director of Archives may counsider necessary.

(iv) Any official of the Government of India or any State Government
when the work is undertaken with the approval of the appropriate Govern-
ment or Head of Department and where satisfactory evidence for such
approval is produced. _

(v) Ac‘creditccl correspondents of newspapers who would like to
consult materials for writing articles on any matter of topical interest, pro-
vided the Director of Archives may refuse permission if he feels that the publi-
cation of the materials or parts thereof will tend to create disaffection
among pe(.&plcﬁ or that it will not be in the « interest of Government to
published them.

) (VI} Authors and free-lancers who wish to do research on a specified
topic may be deemed research scholars at the discretion of the Director of

“Published in Pact T of the Ker ala Gazette No. 22 dated 8th _]ull:c_lgﬂ, p
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Archives, provided they produce a letter of intdoduction from one of the
fDIlO\ving;__,

(a) Ordinary and cs)rl_‘ﬂ-‘*ponding members of the Indian Historical
Records Commission. -

(b) Vice-Chancellors, Pro Vice-Chancellors, Professors and Readers
of a recognised University in India,

(¢) Any Principal or Professor of a - recognised College in Kerala.

(d) Chief Editor, Malayalam Lexicon, Trivandrum.

(¢) Director, Oriental Manuscripts Library and Rescaich Institute.
Trivandrum. :

(f) Chief Editor, Malayalam Encyclopaedia, Trivandrum,

(g) Editor, Journal of Indian History, Trivandrum.

(h) State Editor, Kerala Gazetteers, Trivandrum.

(i) The Director, Language Institute, Trivandrum.

(j) President, Kerala Sahitya Academy,

(k) President, Kerala History Association, Cochin.

a, FOl‘t‘:igm:rs, however will !'cquire the Pc]‘[ni},sirﬂ] of the Kerala
Government for consulting the records.

4. The Director of Archives reserves to himself the right to refuse or
to modify any application as he considers necessary.

5. Permission to inspect the records shall remain valid for six months
from the date on which it is granted. If the permission is not availed of or
if the inspection of records is not completed within the period, a further
application shall be necessary for permission to inspect or to continue o
inspect the records as the case may be.

6. Inspection is allowed only in the presence of 2 member of the
Archlvcs.staﬂ'. The officer-in-charge of the Archives may with the sanction
of the Director of Archives impose such further conditions as he decms
necessary to ensure the safe preservation and proper treatment of records.

7. No research scholar shall call for or consult records svhich are not
relevant to the subject of his research. Copies, extracts or notes taken from
the records shall not be taken out of the office before they are inspected by the
Officer-in-charge who will have full discretion to withhold such portions of
the extracts or notes taken from the records as he may consider objectionable.
Tn cases of doubt, he will refer the matter to the Director of Archives. All
copies, extracts and notes must be made in a legible manner.

8. The information gained from the records should not be used for a

urpose other than the one for which sanction has been accorded.

-9, The State Archives may agree to undertake research amongst its
records on behalf of  individuals and institutions on payment of fees,
transliteration, translation and transcription work may also be undertaken
by the staff of the State Archives on behalf of a scholar and the scales of
charges for these types of 'work will be as [ollows:—

(i) Search fee: '
Rs. 5 per day.

(it) Transcription fee:

(a) Transcription covering a foolscap sheet in double spacing @
25 paise for cach shect without comparison.

(b) Gomparison of typescripts or manuscript with originals @ 12 paise
for cach [oolscap sheet.

(c) Duplicate and wiplicate copies @ 20 paise for each sheet.

10. Permission to take photos of records preserved by the Department
shall be granted to rescarch scholars, provided the purpose for which the
photos are required is clearly stated in their applications and the Director of
Archives satisfies himself that the purpose is bona fide and subject to the con-
ditions to be prescribed in this regard ‘in each case and also subject to rule 20.
The Director of Archives however reserves (o himsell (llcl-rig;hc of relusing
permission to take photos of records considering the nature and type of records
requested to be photographed or to require for a r't.-:'hnn':hlc amount being
clq_ms:lrcl which could be returned to the depositor ‘:,]'w“‘ he fulfils the con-
dition to produce copies of photos before — (he Of'T'l(“(‘r-in-.r]ru'gc oF e
Repository. : : ¥

1. Application for microfilm copies of
imstallation ol a microfilm unit. Meanwhile.
devices may gel such of those records as :
Archives duplicated for their use.

records will be considered on
scholars who use their own
arc allowed Dy the Director of

12. In all cases where records ar
a separate slip shall be clearly writien
volume required.  The slip will be ret
when he hands over the records.

¢ requisitioned by a research scholar,
and signed by him for each paper or
urned to him by the Officer-in-charge

13- Not more than five single documents or
issued to a scholar at a time. Documents iy o
handed over singly or subject to such condition
deem necessary for their safety.

two volumes would be
fragile condition shall be
as the officer-in-charge may

_ 14. Big folio volumes are to be placed on book-rests and handled a¢
little as possible.: ik 5
ated with great care. Ng
document on top of another o

15. Records and reference books must be tre
person shall write on documents or put one '
lean on any of the documents or lay note book or the paper on which he
taking notes. Any defect in or damage (0 a documc;l{ ¢nlr.b('mk should clm.
pointed out to the Officer on duty in the Research Room  at lhc‘:‘ “‘m S
borrowing. _ Ve S0l

16. No sort of marks with pen,

‘ pencil or otherwise may be made on any
record.

With a view L ) ; _

i L-Il-{' o no; i ‘L'\\“ to p1 l.vc]nrl, I.Illl: l?culg spilt on records, the use of ink
ottle sha 2 ¢ allowed. the \eO]llI_Tl(!S of documents can be placed o,
hook rests, a fountain pen may be used for the purpose of taking notes ¢
extracts. In all other cases, notes or extracts shall be taken in i;cxlcil. :



72

18. Tracing of signatures and drawings may be made only with  the
permission of the officer-in-charge and subject to such conditions as he may
impose. Permission shall not be given if it appears to the officer-in-charge
that the process of tracing is likely to damage the documents.

19. Any person who uses the records for purposes of historical research
and published works based on those 1‘cc‘01'd-“ 15 required to a_::lumw[cdgﬂ the
source in the publication and one copy of every such publication based on the
materials consulted at the Repositories of the State Archives Department
must bt deposited in the Library at the Directorate of Archives, soon after
publication.

20. One copy of every photo taken on the records must also be depo-
sited in the Archives whose records were taken photos of immediately after
the photos are ready.

21, Smoking is strictly prohibited in the Record Room.

92. Wilful and persistent disrcgal'd of these rules may result in the
withdrawal of the permission granted to the research scholar.

93.  The rvesearch facilities mentioned in these rules are to be made
available at the discretion of the Director of Archives. In case Of:?f_ﬂY doulbyt
or dispute concerning there rules and their interpretation, the decision of the
Government of Kerala shall be final and binding.

By order of the Governor,
C. T. JoserH,
Under Secrelary.
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Education (K) Department

ORDER
G.O.Rt. No. 1592/69/Edn. Dated, Trivandrum, 18th April 1969,

Government approve the rules for the grant of copies of official docu-
ments, records etc., from the Archives Department as shown in the annexure
to this Government Order,

By order of the Governor,
L. ANANDAVALLY AMMA,
Assistant Secielary.

RULES REGARDING GRANT OF COPIES OF
OFFICGIAL DOCUMENTS

The [ollowing procedure shall be obse
for the supply of copies of official docume

Application for search

Lach a}_)plIC{llioll.pl‘CSL‘Ilth to the State Archives Deparviment for the
grant of copies of official documents shall he stamped with a Court Fee labe]
of Re. onec. :

A person requiring a search to be made in the Archives, Trivandrum
Archives, Ernakulam or in the Archives, Kozhikode for the purpose of
obtaining a €opy. of, or extracts from a document shall sybmit an applicalin'n
for the purpose I writing to  the Dircctor of Archives Trivandrum, The
application :;hoyld be accompanied with a search fees on the following scale
in the shape of Court Fees Sta‘mps, which will not he refunded in any C;fs .
whether the document is found or not or whether coples are t;-wruiualiz
granted or not; 2

(A) When the document belongs to any year
calendar year. but is not more than twenty years old

(a) When the applicant gives the date of the
the year to which it belongs:— i

rved in dealing with applications
nts 1o private persons:—

prior to the

current
document required oy

: Rs. Pe,

(i) For the document applied for, if moye than one
document is applied for, for each document included
in the same application except those specified in sub
clause (ii)

(ii) Tor every document other than (he (ipst included

in the same application and connected with the same
subject
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(b) When the applicant daes not furnish  the year or period a
document belongs to:—

oy mPst
* - (i) For the document applied for, or if more than one
document is applied for cach document included in
the same application except those specified in sub- 1 50
clause (ii) for the first year of scarch ; :;_
For every year other than the first year 9
(ii) For eévery document other than the ﬁr'.-;_t included “in
the same application and connected with the same 0 75
9

subject and belonging to the same year

(B) When the document is more than 20 years old, but does not relate
to any year prior to 1858:—

(a) When the applicant gives the date of document required OF the
year to which it belongs:— :

(i) For the document applied for or if more than one

document is applied for, for each document included

in the same application except those specified in sub

clause (ii) 3 00

(i) For every document other than the first included
in the same application and connected with the s
= 50

same subject

(b) When the applicant does not furnish the year or period t0 which
a document belongs to:—

(1) For the document applied for, or if more than one
document is applied for, for each document included
in the same application except those specified in sub-

. as Lr ]
clause-(ii) 00
For every year other than the first year I 50
(i1) For every document other than the first included in the
same application and connected with the same subject _
and belonging to the same year I 50
(C) When the document belongs to a year prior to 1858:—

(a) When the applicant gives”the date of the document required or
the year to which it belongs:—

(i) For the document applied for, or if more than one
document is applied for, for cach document fincluded
in the same application except those specified in sub-

clause (ii) /50

(ii) For every document other than the first included in
the same application and connected with the same g
5

subject and belonging to the same year
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(b) When the applicant does not know

Shcurnins BelonEa to which year or period a

‘ RSP
(i) For the document applied for, or if more than one
document is applied for, for each document included
in the same application except those specified in sub
clause (i1) 750
(if) For every document other than the first included in
the same application and connected with the same
subject and belonging to the same year o7
A receipt signed by the Assistant
cerned shall be furnished to cvery pe
Note:— (1) A separate applic
cach document

Superintendent of the Archives con-
rson depositing a search fee.
ation need not be presented in respect of
of which copy is required.
(2) E]ICIOSU]‘CS of annex
ments f lexures to letters, accounts or other docu-
and rl?m ga;: t of the documents to which they appertain
cckoned lor purposes of search as separate documents.
(3) For all papers filed together and forming a single record
only one search fee need pe paid

4) Search fee shall y PR

i of dc:;:l:lrilez;:.tsflm beevied on applications for the return
. (5) A search shall not be commenced ;
| the prescribed search fee. b

| (6) Ttllle applicant should_spccify in his application the date of

le'document of which copies are required or the year or
| period to which the document relates and search will be
~ confined to the year or period specified.

the applicant pays

(7) If the applicant is not able to specify  the date of the docu-
hmfsnt or the year or period to which the document relates,

¢ should be asked to state the period over which he
requires the search to be conducted and to pay search fees

at the prescribed rates. If the document is found without

il) search having to be conducted over the full period specified

y the applicant, a proportionate refund of the search fees

collected shall be made.
2. Search for the documents, etc. and gr

e search shall be made for the
Trivandrum, Archives, Ernakulam o

ant of copies

documents applied for in the Archives,

o r the Archives, Kozhikode as the case
may be. Ifitis not found a certificate to that effect will be furnished to the

applicant. If the document is found, the . s
¢ entitled to a copy of extract but Dil‘cctoracﬁ‘pj{:z‘}rllitv‘;ﬂ:viilllo::lea:};tti(::miillt 1;22}}:
¥ €ase whether or not copies of the document can pe gré.nt(:d G
epend on the contents of the document itself, the general principle being
that no copy will be granted of any document, official or demi-official, which
21/1870/L. ' :
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is either of a confidential character or, i _ﬂ_le opinion of Government of a
nature which renders the grant of a copy Injurious to the public interest. If
the Director of Archives decides not to grant copies, the applicant will be
informed accordingly. If, however the Director of Archives decides to
grant the copies and they are available i print they will be supplied on the
payment of the cost of printing them, the amount being ascertained from the
Superintendent, Government Presses. When Coples are not  available in
print, the applicant will be asked to send the requisite number of copy-stamp
papers and/or Court fee stamp and/or cash, on the scale indicated below:—

(2) Where the documents are such as could be copied on copy-stamp
papers both sides of the copy-stamp paper should be used for typing or
writing. A maximum of 175 words should be written or typed on the first
embossed page of the copy stamp paper. The copying fee for this page will
be fifty paise. By suitable ruling a maximum of 30 line should be written
or typed on the reverse side of the copy-stamp paper and a maximum of 240
words should be written or typed on that page at the rate of § words for
each line. The copying fee to be charged for the reverse side will bhe as
follows:—

When the number of words written or typed does not exceeds 175—50
P'J.ISC.
When the number of words written or typed cxceeds 175—70 paise.

When the reverse side of copy-stamp paper is used, adhesive court-fe ©
labels of the value of 50 paise or 75 paisc as t_he casc may bhe, should bt
affixed at the top right hand corner of that side, space should he left at the
top left hand corner for the endorscment of the copyist. (For facility of
calculation 24 lines should be taken to be equivalent to one page and, in the
case of figures, 5 and 35 figures respectively should be taken to be equivalent
to one word and one line). :

(b) In the case of statements or extracts from registers which are
too large to be copied on two connected sheets of copy-stamp paper, a fee
of 50 paise in court fee stamps for every 175 words or fraction thereof. The
applicant will in this case also be asked to furnish good paper suitable for
making copies. i

. (¢) When owing to temporary shortage of copy-stamp papers, an
applicant is not able to furnish the requisite number of such-papers, copies
may be granted in plain paper affixed with proper court-fee labels. The
following procedure should be observed:

(1) The white paper to be used should be of a durable quality and of
foolscape  size,

(2) The required quantity of white paper, as well fas the requisite court
fee labels should be furnished by the parties themselves.

(3) Both the sides of the white paper should be used for transcribing
copies. The number of words that can be transcribed on cither page will
be subject to the following maxima:—

(a) First page

(b) Reverse page

175 words
240 words
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(4) The value of the Court-fee labels to be affixed to the white paper
will be as follows:— .

The PR . .
{(a) When the first page of the paper alone is written:—
(i) for a maximum of 175 words on the reverse page 50 paise more;

(ii) for more words than 175 on the reverse page 75 paise more (for
the whole of the reverse page).

(c) (1) In the case of maps or plans, reasonable fee in cash. When
the copy-stamip papers, ctc. are received, copies will be prepared  expedi-
tiously in the RCf:ord Office concerned or, if necessary, as in the case of maps
or plans by special arrangements made for the I‘}urpo,sc by the department
concerned. Th(.; copies will be certified as true copies by the Assistant
Superintendent in charge of the Archives concemcé) .

If,as a 1..:-511_11 of the document having heen typed or copied too closely,
some of the shects of copy-stamp baper received from the applicant remain
unused they will be sent to the District Treasury Officer concerned.

(if) In case (a) where the number of copy-stamp papers supplied by
applicant is in excess of requirements. (b) where an insufficient number of
stamps is filed, but the parties fail to supply the additional number of stamps
within a given period and (c) where stamps are Rled Tog copies or records
which are not available in the office, the stamip papers should be returned to
the parties concerned in the manner prescribed in the subparagraph.

(5) (3) Mffmlifﬁl‘s of the Union Parliament and of the Kerala State.
Legislature who, during the period of office require copies of the documents
for their use as Legislators will be exempt {rom the payment of all fees etc.
for this purpose and if Government decide to let them have such copies, will
be entitled to have them furnished on plain paper.

4. A list of certified copies ready for deliyver ¢ posted on the
notice board of Record Offices and shall remajn thgrcgﬁail;irbong week. The
list should be prepared between 3 p.m. and 4.30 p. m. each day and
should state the number of the copy application and the name of the person
to whom the copies are to be delivered. The Jist should be affixed to the
notice board tmmediately after the office re-open the following day. After
expiry of the period the list should be taken down and the copies remaining
unclaimed, if any should be sent to the applicant by post ‘Service unpaid’
in the manner prescribed in sub paragraph (5)

5. Applicants for copies of documents should not be asked to pay in
advance the cost of despatch in the shape of ordinary postage starmps. Des-
patch under such stamps constitutes an il‘l‘cgularity under the post rules. Certj.
fied copies of documents as well as any unused stamps papers other thay,
those falling under the last sentence of clause (d) (i) of sub paragraph (2
should be sent in envelopes superscribed “Certified copies Service Ullpajgss
or “Copy stamp papers—Service unpaid”—qp ““QCertified copies and cq
stamp papers Service unpaid”, as the case may be Py
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the event of any envelope being returned undelivered the postage
be paid by the department concerned from its office contingencies.
: cover and its contents should then be retained for two weeks so that,
if the addresses appears and applies for the copies in person, they may be
handed over to him after recovering the cost of the postage paid from con-
i s. If he does not so appear, tified copies should be destroyed
te °f_‘_'5"-_1_f?.h ~destruction” made in the remarks column of the co
D register against the item concerned. The unused copy-st
: if any, should then be sent to the District Treasury Officer concer .. ..
In all ordinary cases copi
be signed by Assistant Sup

pies of documents to be issued to the public .
erintendent of the Regional Office concerned. '







